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The Beautiful Light 


There’s a beautiful light that illumines the way 
Of all who in Jesus believe— 

"Tis the light of assurance and pardon of sin, 
From the Spirit they freely receive. 


Chorus— 
Oh, this beautiful light ever shining so bright, 
Will cheer us in sorrow and gloom, 
Until we shall come to the gateway of light, 
And enter our heavenly home. 


In this beautiful light we can see the way home, 
And now we are happy and free; 

We are going to glory forever to live, 
And the King in His beauty to see. 


Oh, this beautiful light never ceases to shine, 
When storm clouds rise dark o’er the way; 

Soon it scatters the tempest and lo! there appears, 
Sweetly shining, a happier day. 


Come, oh, come, weary soul from the darkness of sin, 
At: And walk in this beautiful light; 
Hand in hand and rejoicing together we’ll go 
To yon country where cometh no night. 


R. H. McDANIEL. 
Dayton, Ohio, Jan. 3, 1912 
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979—The Opposite Is True 

Question—He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. Is not the 
opposite true? He that hath my commandments and 
keepeth them not, loveth me not. 

Most certainly. You will find my author- 
ity for giving this answer in John 14: 21, 
and John 14: 24. When we do not love God, 
it is because we do not love Him. That 


makes it all plain. 


980—Telling Things Which Cannot Be True 


Question—What could be the motive of a minister 
who would go into a community and hold a revival 
and then tell things on the pastor which could not be 
true, when a correct presentatioon of the matter 
would not only not do harm, but would do good.—Z. 


It is useless to reply to this question. In 
the first place, I cannot be sure of the rea- 
son the minister did such a foolish thing. 
In the second place, we all know that as the 
case is here presented, the man could have 
had no good reason for such a course. We 
suppose the real reason was a bit of mean- 
ness. 





981—The Cabin in Which Lincoln Was Born 


Question—Can you locate the cabin in which Presi- 
dent Lincoln was born? I passed by it near Hodgens- 
ville, Kentucky, in January, 1862, but I understand 
since that time it has been moved to Springfield. Ill. 
Then I heard that it had been sent to St. Louis, 
Mo., some twelve years ago. Then I saw in the pa- 
pers a couple of years ago that it was back at 
Hodgensville, Ky., and that some society had bought 
it and had presented it to the United States Govern- 
ment, and that President Wilson went down to 
Hodgensville and accepted it on behalf of the Gov- 
ernment. Where is the cabin in which President 
Lincoln was born? Is it in St. Louis, or Springfield, 
or is it still in Hodgensville, Ky.?—S. S. Morrow. 


The Lincoln cabin is still at Hodgensville, 
Kentucky. The farm and the cabin now 
belong to the United States. President Wil- 
son did accept the same a few years ago 
on behalf of the Government. 





982—The Strait Gate 


Question—We are told that strait is the gate and 
narrow the way; and also that broad is the way and 
wide the gate that leads to death. Who made it so, 
God or man?—A., A. 


As we understand it, God made the gate 
narrow that admits to Heaven. Satan made 
the broad way, for that leads to hell and 
many go in thereat—he made it broad so all 
could get in without delay. Of course, when 
God made the way narrow, it necessarily 
left the way outside broad. If we have a 
field of a thousand acres and we make a nar- 
row way through it, it necessarily leaves 
the remainder of the field for all who will 
not go the narrow way. It is therefore the 
broad way to ruin, and for the reason that 
only the narrow way leads to life everlast- 


ing. 


983—How Can We Do It? 


Question—How can one keep himself unspotted 
from the world ?—A. A. 


The unregenerate man cannot keep him- 
self unspotted from the world, in the sense 
in which James uses the term. Only the 
life which is hid with Christ in God can 
keep off the spots of the world. This he 
can do only by God’s help—a help He will- 
ingly gives to every trusting soul. There- 


fore, I should say that a man can keep him- 


self unspotted from the world by obeying 
God and so doing His will. When that is 
done, then God gives His Holy Spirit to go 
with us and keep us from falling under the 
power of the world, and that saves us from 
being spotted by world stains, by the sins 
of the flesh. No unregenerate man is in 
himself sufficient to keep himself from sin. 
It takes the power of God to do that. 





984—Why Was Jesus Tempted? 


Question—What was the object of the temptation 
of Jesus in the wilderness? I have the text spoken 
of, but what was the object, or the design, or the 
purpose of it? 


You have asked a very good question. The 
answer to it ought to have the prayerful at- 
tention of every believer. It does seem to 
be a strange proceeding to read of the Spir- 
it leading Jesus up into the wilderness to 
be tempted of the devil, but it was no hap- 
hazard thing. There was a purpose in it, 
and a great purpose, too. We often hear 
it said that the believer is safe, not in his 
own strength, but being clothed in Jesus’ 
strength, he is more than conqueror in Him. 
Now as we understand it, Jesus was led up 
into the wilderness to be tempted of the 
devil that He might overcome him ard so 
show us that as long as we are in Jesus, 
we have nothing to fear from Satan. Jesus 
conquered the devil once, and he can do it 
again for us and through us, if we will but 
be true and fear not. If Jesus had lost 
that battle, there would have been no hope 
for any of us, but since He gained the vic- 
tory over the devil in the wilderness, we are 
emboldened to trust Him when we are un- 
der temptation, knowing that Jesus is able 
to give us victory now and forever. Turn 
to 1 Cor. 10: 18, and read the whole verse 
carefully and prayerfully, that you may get 
the light of the Spirit on that message— 
for it is a wonderful message to every child 
of God. 





985—Was Brother James Inspired? 


Question—Does the Christian Church believe and 
teach that James 5:14, 15 is God’s message to the 
sick and sinning world? Does it believe that the 
atonement made by our Lord provides for the restor- 
ation of the sick body as well as the sick soul? If 
not, why not?—Wm. L. C. 


Some believe it and some do not. The 
same is true of your second question. Those 
who believe in an affirmative answer to both 
of your questions, do so, I presume, because 
they have been taught right, and those who 
do not believe the same, do not because they 
have not been taught according to the 
Scriptures. The Christian Church must ac- 
cept theoretically James 5:14, 15, because 
it is in their creed—they take the Bible as 
their only creed. Yes, I believe James was 
inspired by the Spirit of God to write what 
he did to the “twelve tribes scattered 
abroad.” When I say some, perhaps all be- 
lieve theoretically James 5: 14, 15. I put it 
that way as a matter of truth. If atone- 
ment for sin was necessary, and I believe it 
was, then I do not see how the sick can be 
made well by divine power without the 
atonement. It is said that Jesus used rem- 
edies for the sick. Yes, He did occasionally, 
but often He used no remedy at all except 


His divine power. He spoke the word and 
it was done. The Church, no Church, will 
ever have the power it has a right to have 
till it does believe in the atonement both 
for sin and for sickness. We may get a 
little moral healing without the atonement, 
and so we may get a little health without 
the atonement, and so we may get a little 
health without the atonement of Jesus, but 
we shall never have the combination of full 
and vigorous health, both physical and spir- 
itual, apart from the divine touch of the 
divine Master. May God open our eyes to 
see the truth as it is taught, not by man, 
but by His Spirit in His Word. 





986—Is the Red Cross Catholic? 


Question—Is it a fact that the Red Cross was first 
organized by Roman Catholics? Is it a fact, as some 
say, that the Catholic priests receive a big per cent. 
of all money raised by the Red Cross ?—Information. 


It has been claimed that the Red Cross 
was organized by Catholic priests in Swit- 
zerland. Recently I have found informa- 
tion which seems to contradict that thought. 
The Red Cross is a benevolent institution 
and not a religious propaganda. It was 
organized under the fostering care of civil 
government for the purpose of aiding the 
unfortunate in times of war, or in times of 
disaster, such as the recent disaster in Gau- 
temala by an earthquake, or the flood in 
Dayton four years ago, and the more re- 
cent calamity which befell the city of Hali- 
fax. At present the biggest work of the 
Red Cross is administering to the sick and 
wounded in the great world war. I have 
no reason to believe that any of the money 
raised for the Red Cross is given to the 
Roman Catholics, except as they may be in 
distress, as other people. In that event, 
they would be helped just as quickly as 
Protestants, or those who are not affiliated 
with any branch of the Church. We pre- 
sume that the reports which you name have 
arisen from the fact that soon after a hun- 
dred million dollars were raised for the Red 
Cross last summer, the head of the organ- 
ization was changed from a Protestant to 
a Roman Catholic. We think that was true 
beyond all question, but it gave such prom- 
inence to the possible domination of the 
Red Cross for sectarian purposes that the 
head of the organization, at least the head 
of the three principal parts was changed 
again, lest the Red Cross should suffer, as I 
suppose, on account of the report. I be- 
lieve therefore that the men and women who 
are directing the good work of the Red 
Cross are doing their best to keep out of its 
work sectarian influences. If Mr. John D. 
Ryan, a noted Catholic had been continued 
as the head of the main working depart- 
ment, I believe harm would have come to 
the Red Cross, but with the change that 
was made, it looks as if its interests are 
safe. It seeks to minister to Roman Cath- 
olic, Protestant, and those of no religion, 
alike. This being true, it ought to have the 
sympathy and help of all classes of citi- 
zens. We believe now that the Catholic 
priests do not receive any portion of the 
Red Cross money, except to relieve their 
distress, just as any other persons might do. 












J. Pressley Barrett, Editor 
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“Barnestly Contend for the Faith Which Was 


Once Delivered Unto the Saints.”—Jude 3. 











CAN HE SUPPORT HIS STATEMENT? 


T may be an easy thing to make a state- 
I ment, but to support it with facts may 
be quite another. In a recent issue of 
The Christian Advocate (Dec. 21, 1917), 
Rev. Frank M. Thomas, D. D., makes a 
statement in regard to the return of Christ 
to this earth and His reign here for a thou- 
sand years, which we believe he cannot sus- 
tain by any proof-text from the Bible, or 
rather we believe there are plenty of proof- 
texts against his statement. He says: 


With the exception of the book of Revela- 
tion, there is not a passage in the entire 
New Testament that teaches it, or even hints 
at it. 

We are not seeking a controversy, al- 
though contending for the truth is not a 
bad thing by any means. The Word ad- 
monishes the people of God to contend 
earnestly for the faith delivered to the 
saints. We wish that kind of controversy 
were more common. Dr. Thomas’ state- 
ment is very dogmatic and sweeping. If 
Revelation be the only book in the New 
Testament which even hints at the bodily 
appearance of Christ a second time among 
men, we see no reason why that hint should 
be discredited, but we do not believe that 
statement is at all correct. 


Dr. Thomas admits that the New Testa- 
ment does beyond all question teach the 
visible return of Jesus Christ in some un- 
expected hour. He, however, construes this 
statement to mean that He will come in some 
spiritual way, but not in any physical ap- 
pearance. To meet and disprove the state- 
ment of His second coming as set forth in 
the Scriptures, it would seem that our broth- 
er considers his individual word amply suf- 
ficient. However much that thought may 
satisfy Dr. Thomas’ own mind, some of his 
brethren find it unsatisfactory, as against 
some very plain statements of the New Tes- 
tament, apart from the book of Revelation. 
A few very plain passages will suffice to 
give a reason for the faith we hold. 


Turning to Acts 1:11, we read: “Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? ‘This same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come in 
like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven.” If we be not mistaken, that pas- 
sage is in the New Testament, and yet not 
in the book of Revelation. If it asserts any- 
thing, as we understand it, it does say that 
Jesus is coming back to this earth in a man- 
ner like they saw Him depart from the 
earth in His ascension. They evidently saw 
Him ascend in His transfigured body. Then 
in that transfigured body He will return 
to earth. There is no dispute on that point, 
if we are to accept the teaching of that 
passage. 

But we have another authority of no mean 
value. Turn to Matt. 26: 64, and we read: 
“Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven.” Does that 
look like a mere spiritual coming? He will 





be sitting on the right hand of power and 
coming in the clouds of heaven. If it were 
only a spiritual coming, there would be no 
need for the clouds to accompany Him. This 
language, practically word for word, is 
again used in connection with the thought 
of His second coming, in Mark 14: 62. Also 
in Luke 21: 27. If you are still unbelieving, 
turn to 1 Thess. 4: 16, and read for your- 
self. If Jesus is coming the second time 
only in a spiritual way, why does He 
descend from heaven with a shout and with 
the voice of an Archangel and with the 
trump of God? Do these things belong to 
the Spirit? Turn to Matt. 25:31, and tell 
us if the Lord Jesus be coming only in a 
spiritual way, why does He bring all the 
holy angels with Him? When He comes 
spiritually, He usually does so through the 
Holy Spirit, and not convoyed by the angels. 
If you are not yet satisfied, turn to Matt. 
24: 30, and tell us if He is coming only in 
a spiritual way, and only after the sign of 
the Son of man has appeared in the heaven, 
what can you say to the thousands and mil- 
lions who have received Christ spiritually, 
but never saw His sign in the heaven, and 
never saw Him coming in the clouds of heav- 
en? Then what will you say to 1 Thess. 
1:9, 10, in which it is shown that those 
who had turned to God from idols and be- 
come the servants of the living God, and who 
were there waiting for God’s Son again to 
come? Again, what did Jesus mean when 
addressing His disciples, the people who had 
received Him spiritually, when He said to 
them: “And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and receive you 
unto myself? If these men were His dis- 
ciples, they had already received Him spir- 
itually. Then why should He come to re- 
ceive them, when He had already received 
them? If Jesus’ second coming is only spir- 
itual, why did He address the Corinthian 
Christians and tell them that they were 
waiting for the coming of the Lord? If 
His coming is only spiritual, He had already 
come. ‘Then why should they be waiting 
for His coming? Can you tell us in plain 
and simple language why He had them wait- 
ing for His coming, when they had already 
received Him spiritually? 

It thus seems that the second coming of 
the Lord is promised to them who were 
already His people, so that they did not need 
to have Him come a second time in a spir- 
itual way. Beloved, it seems to us that you 
have made a mistake, and the only way we 
see for you to correct it is to retrace your 
steps and admit the truth of the Lord’s 
coming the second time without sin unto 
salvation, admit that it is far more than 
His coming to the hearts of men and women 
by believing that it does refer to His ap- 
pearing in His transfigured and glorified 
body to receive His own. May God help 
you to see the truth and to accept it and 
teach it truly and plainly. The Lord is 
coming—let us get ready to welcome Him 
when He comes. 


As we see it, the second coming of Christ 
is not to be determined by any human opin- 
ion, but by the teachings of Scripture, in 
which it is mentioned more frequently than 
most of the great doctrinal questions in the 
plan of salvation. 


TAKING THE COLLECTION 


There is an art in everything we do, if it 
be well done. A bungling piece of work is 
no credit to any one. We all ought to labor 
to do things well, if at all. It looks as if 
there need be no trouble in taking a col- 
lection, and yet we have seen some bungling 
work done in as simple a thing at that— 
taking a collection. Sometimes the bungling 
is on the part of the persons who handle 
the collection baskets, but often it is on the 
part of the contributors. How many awk- 
ward things a man can do in getting a five 
cent piece out of his pocket to put it into 
the collection basket, and yet what is simpler 
than taking a coin from one’s pocket and 
placing it in the basket? 


It is a common thing for a person who is 
expecting to contribute to the offering to 
sit still and leave the coin he is to give 
at the bottom of his pocket till the col- 
lector puts the basket under his nose, and 
then he must needs keep the collector wait- 
ing till he can fumble through his pockets, 
and may be find difficulty in opening his 
purse, meantime the whole service is de- 
layed. 


The strange thing of this is that this dis- 
position seems to belong to the human fam- 
ily, not alone in Christian lands, but in 
heathen as well. The Record of Christian 
Work tells a story of a collection which was 
taken in the New Hebrides. It is said that 
the worshiper never thinks of being ready 
when the plate reaches him. It is not till 
the plate is before him that he makes any 
move at all toward furnishing the coin to 
be given. Sometimes it is in a handerchief, 
tied up under many knots. Then he fum- 
bles till at length the coin is found and 
deposited on the plate. It also tells of an- 
other case of this kind. It says; “After 
searching his pockets, the folds of his hair, 
his handkerchief, and without avail, he stood 
up before the whole congregation, while he 
and the collector made a full search of his 
person for the coin. The man in charge of 
the collection basket laid it down and went 
through the man’s pockets, hunting for the 
missing coin. All over the church could be 
heard the whispers of the contributor, ex- 
plaining that he certainly had the money 
when he left home, even when he entered 
the church. Then two brothers came on the 
scene and helped to feel the man all over to 
see if the money could be found. Eventually 
a piece of money, a three-penny piece, was 
found in a tussock of his matted hair, and 
then after much and long delay the collector 
proceeded with the further waiting on the 
people, but not till much and long delay 
had been occasioned. This is perhaps an 
extreme case, and yet it is of the nature of 


28 (4) 


some delays in our own churches in taking 
the collection. 


Do let us learn that it is important to be 
ready when the plate comes around to re- 
ceive our offering, just as truly as it is 
to be ready for any other duty. It surely 
cannot be a hardship on any one to have 
the coin to be deposited in the basket in a 
convenient pocket and so not require the 
plate to be held before you till the people 
all get tired of waiting. To do so is to hin- 
der the service of the worship of God, and in 
the interest of common fairness and de- 
ency, we plead with worshipers to be 
ready when the collection plate passes—do 
not delay the service by your carelessness. 


TWO PAPERS UNITED 


“Get together” is the motto of this day, 
at least in many important respects. Only 
recently two of the leading religious papers 
in this country have: united their destinies 
and started out with a new mission, or rath- 
er, with the old mission rejuvenated. We 
refer to the Congregationalist and Christian 
World and The Advance, the latter going 
over to the former, and now instead of The 
Advance, published at Chicago, and The 
Congregationalist and Christian World, pub- 
lished at Boston, we have The Congrega- 
tionalist and Advance, published at Boston. 
Always vigorous were both of these papers, 
and now that they are united, the vigor of 
the two should be doubled in one. 

Referring to this union of these two pa- 
pers, The Boston Globe of Nov. 22, 1917, 
says: 

The combining of The Advance, the Chi- 
cago religious weekly started in 1867, and 
The Congregationalist, the Boston religious 
weekly started in 1816, which has taken 
place with the Thanksgiving issue, marks 
another important merger in religious jour- 
nalism. The new title is The Congregation- 
alist and Advance. The combination is due 
to the conviction that one strong, compre- 
hensive paper can serve 6000 Congregation- 
al Churches more satisfactorily than two 
papers. 

Howard A. Bridgham, D. D., for the last 
six years editor of The Congregationalist, 
becomes’ editor-in-chief; Rolfe Cobleigh 
continues as managing editor, Rev. I. 0. 
Rankin as associate editor, and Rev. Parris 
T. Farwell as literary editor. R. W. Gam- 
mon, D. D., is Western editor. The publica- 
tion office continues in Boston. 

The Congregationalist was founded by 
Nathaniel Willis, and was the first distinctly 
religious weekly in America. 


We congratulate our brethren of The 
Congregationalist and Advance on the good 
fortune which seems now to be looming up 
before them. We do not see why the Boston 
Globe should persist in claiming The Con- 
gregationalist the oldest distinctly religious 
paper. There are at least two others older. 
The Congregationalist and Advance bears 
on its first page the following: Vol. CII, 
No. 50. THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 
bears this: Vol. CIX, No. 50. January first 
it will enter upon its One Hundredth and 
Tenth Year of publication, having been 
started Sept. 1, 1808. The Christian Ob- 
server was begun five years later, so ac- 
cording to the dates of these papers THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY is by five years 
the senior. We wish our big brothers could 
be generous enough to give THE HERALD OF 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


GosPEL LIBERTY what justly belongs to it— 
that and nothing more. Will not the Boston 
Globe be good enough to make the simple 
correction? 


THE OUTLOOK FOR NATION-WIDE 
PROHIBITION 

As is well known Congress has passed a 
bill giving to each State the right to vote 
on prohibition, and if three-fourths of the 
States shall vote for nation-wide prohibition, 
then it becomes a law and the nation will 
within one year from the date of the last 
State voting, go dry. The several States 
have seven years in which to act. 

Many are asking, “What of the prospects 
—can we carry the necessary three-fourths 
of the several States? That is a vital ques- 
tion and withal a very important one. We 
believe it can be done. We believe it will be 
done and that within less than ten years 


we shall see.a nation dry, but.that:is not: 


what we started out to show. Let us see 
what is the outlook for victory in a nation- 
wide campaign. 

The best review and discussion we have 
seen of the facts are from the pen of the 
gifted editor of The Religious Herald, Rev. 
R. H. Pitt, D. D. In a recent issue of his 
paper, he opens to his readers the outlook 
as he sees it. He says: 


The progress of the great prohibition re- 
form has been so remarkable and rapid in 
recent months that it may be well for us to 
stop and take stock of. the present situa- 
tion. The amendment to the Federal Con- 
stitution, which has now passed both the 
House and the Senate, is as follows: 

“Resolved by the Senate and the House 
of Representatives, That the following 
amendment to tlie Constitution be, and here- 
by is, proposed to the States, to become 
valid as a part of the Constitution when 
ratified by the Legislatures of the several 
States, as provided by the Constitution: 

“Article —, Section 1. After one year 
from the ratification of this article, the man- 
ufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxi- 
cating liquors within, the importation there- 
of into, or the exportation thereof from, the 
United States and all territories subject to 
the jurisdiction thereof for beverage. pur- 
poses is hereby prohibited. 

“Section 2. The Congress and the sev- 
eral States shall have concurrent power to 
enforce this article by appropriate legisla- 
tion. 

“Section 3. This article shall be inopera- 
tive unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by the Legis- 
latures of the several States, as provided 
in the Constitution, within seven years from 
the date of the submission hereof to the 
States by the Congress.” 

It will be noted that this is not a war 
measure, but is intended to be the perma- 
nent policy of the entire country. To be- 
come effective this resolution must be rati- 
fied by at least three-fourths of the States. 
There are forty-eight States and thirty-six 
must act favorably, if the amendment is to 
become a part of the Federal Constitution. 
It may be noted also that when a State has 
once ratified, it cannot repeal the ratifica- 
tion, whereas if in any case one Legislature 
fails to ratify, the next Legislature is left 
free to ratify if it sees fit. This particular 
amendment is peculiar in one respect that 
whatever is done in the premises must be 
done within seven years from the passage 
of the resolution by Congress. 


THE PROSPECT 


What are the prospects for the adoption 
of the amendment by at least thirty-six of 
the forty-eight States? Twenty-seven 
States are now dry under their own legis- 
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lation. Six, namely, Florida, Minnesota, 
Nevada, Ohio, Texas, and Wyoming are ex- 
pected to vote for prohibition in 1918. If 
these expectations are met there will be at 
the close of 1918 thirty-three States under 
prohibition by their own law. These, of 
course, can be counted on to vote for the 
national amendment. Out of the remaining 
fifteen, three more must be secured. Here 
are the fifteen which are now wet and will 
probably be wet at the close of 1918: 

California, Connecticut, Delaware, Illi- 
nois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mas- 
sachusetts, Missouri, New Jersey, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Ver- 
mont, and Wisconsin. 

The Richmond Virginian of December 19, 
publishes special dispatches from a number 
of States. Governor Harrington, of Mary- 
land, expresses the conviction that the Legis- 
lature of that State will ratify in 1919. The 
dispatch from Texas says that ratification 
appears certain at an extraordinary session 
of the Legislature to be called in 1918. Illi- 
nois reports that ratification will probably 
be carried in 1919. In Indiana leaders ex- 
pressed belief that the legislature will sure- 
ly ratify. From Wyoming the news comes 
that the State: will: go dry- at the next-elec- 
tion and the amendment will be ratified in 
1919. Kentucky reports that the prohibi- 
tion amendment will be ratified within ten 
days after the Legislature convenes in Jan- 
uary. From Mianesota word comes that 
there will be ratification ef the amendment 
well within the seven-year limit. | While 
there is every reason to hope that this great 
business can be accomplished, there is also 
every reason for earnest, strenuous, and sus- 
tained cooperative effort on the part of all 
friends of the great measure. The particu- 
lar peril now to be recognized and avoided 
is the notion which we think is already too 
prevalent that we have gained a great vic- 
tory in the passage of the resolution by Con- 
gress and may now relax and rest from our 
labors. A kindred danger is found in the 
fact that in the dry States, where we have 
already won out, our people are prone to 
lose interest in the battle which still pro- 
ceeds in the wet States. There was never 
in the history of the great battle more im- 
perious need of coordinated effort on the 
part of all who believe in the value and im- 
portance of this reform. 





Mentionings 


*** Dr. Macfarland’s article on page 8 is 
richly worthy of your best attention. 


*** Are you a minister of the gospel? 
Then turn to page 10, and see if you can 
answer Dr. Ewart’s questions. 


*** Our sisters of the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Mission Board begin in this issue 
a series of articles, looking to an increase 
in enthusiasm in their work. Mrs. Morrill 
presents the first article on page 6. 


*** This is the blessed life—not anxious 


to see far in front; not careful about the 
next step; not eager to choose the path; 
not weighed down with heavy responsibil- 
ities of the future, but quietly following be- 
hind the Shepherd, one step at a time.— 
Rev. F. B. Meyer. 


*** Would you like to know and have the 
help of the greatest commentator in the 
world? You can get it cheap and there is 
no doubt it is the best—get the illumination 
of the Holy Spirit. The Bible tells us that the 
Spirit takes of the things of God and shows 
them to us. It is God’s Book and God alone 
can make clear to His people what it 
teaches. Every Bible student ought to study 
in fellowship with the Spirit. 
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the face of unbelief. 
salvation easy for himself, let him be sure 
to destroy unbelief in his own heart. 


*** Rev. W. M. Dawson, D. D., becomes 


*** Do not overlook Spurgeon’s article 
on 13. 


*** Which? 
you can decide. 


*** Rev. W. T. Walters, D. D., Winches- 
ter, Va., is doing well in his field. 


*** Dr. Morrill preached for our breth- 
ren in Columbus, Ohio, last Sabbath morn- 
ing and evening. 


*** Rev. Hiley Baker, Versailles, Ohio, 
seems to be having fine success with his 
Versailles pastorate. 


Read on page 12 and see if 


*** In this issue you will find interesting 
items from Parma and Greece, N. Y. Bro. 
Bassett is reported as doing a fine work 
there. ' 


*** This is a good time to introduce THE 
HERALD to your friends—through coming 
weeks we hope to give much matter of un- 
usual interest. 


*** Many of our churches are compelled 
to withdraw a part of their public services 
on account of the scarcity of coal. Some 
are resorting to wood, and with success. 


*** The Annual will necessarily be de- 
layed in coming from our presses, because 
of the “power-shut-down,” ordered by the 
power company, due to the coal shortage. 


*** Let George tell it—see page 11. Poor 
fellow, he has had a hard time, but now he 
thinks a better day is dawning. Watch him 
and see if he thinks so when his new task 
is done. 


*** Rev. Hugh A. Smith, D. D., is ex- 
pecting soon to visit Virginia. We should 
like to go with him and so escape for a 
while the rigors of this climate, but duty 
says, No. 


*** The work of the minister is very 
much retarded of late by inclement weath- 
er, but both the work and the weather are 
the Lord’s. Be patient and keep yourself 
ready for the work when the opportunity is 
given. 


*** Any church desiring one of our lead- 


ing men (ministers) as pastor, may get the 
name and address of one of the best preach- 
ers of our acquaintance, who may be soon 
available, by addressing THE HERALD OF 
GOSPEL LIBERTY, Dayton, Ohio, and enclos- 
ing a three cent stamp for answer. 


*** Did you give the New Year a hearty 
and sincere welcome? Did you promise God 
to make an honest effort to be a better man 
or woman and to dedicate your life to Him 
for the incoming year more fully than you 
have ever done before? What if this year 
should be your last year on earth? Would 
it be a good stepping-stone to the better 
life? 


*** And now they are talking of making 
salvation easy. It never was a hard thing, 
except to unbelief, and we are persuaded 
that no human arrangement can possibly 
make an easy way for man to be saved in 





If one would make 


pastor at Christiansburg, Ohio. We con- 
gratulate the church on securing his serv- 
ices. Mr. Dawson is a very modest man, 
but also an able preacher. There are many 
of our strong churches, if they had only 
known what a preacher Dr. Dawson is, 
would havé given Christiansburg a race in 
securing his services. 


*** Bishop Berry says the person who 
never gives offense is as expert as he is 
scarce. If you can show us a man who has 
never given offense, we will engage to show 
you immediately a person who has done very 
little for the uplift of humanity. If you 
are going to do anything in this world, you 
may, be sure you will run against some one 
in doing your work. 


QO OOO Oe Oo Oe Or OO eee BP Ore errr Gr Goo® 


*** On Tuesday, January 8, 1918, 
we received the following telegram: 
Annual meeting of Educational Board 
at Elon College, Tuesday, January 22, 
at 12: 30.—W. G. Sargent, Providence, 
R. I. Brethren of the Board and all 
others interested, please take notice 


and act accordingly. 
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*** T have often thought a number of 
able spiritual sermons, occasionally, like the 
one recently published by Dr. L. E. Smith 
and the good pastor at Eaton, Dr. R. Lee 
Kirkland, would be greatly appreciated by 
your readers.—An Outsider. That is from 
a minister in Virginia and of another de- 
nomination, who reads THE HERALD regu- 
larly. Drs. Kirkland and Smith will take 
notice: Here is an opportunity to do good. 
May we suggest a good thought: Use it! 


*** Rev. J. W. Harrell, D. D., Burlington, 
N. C., reports through The Christian Sun 
a fine year’s work at Burlington. Their 
new $25,000 house of worship is well on the 
way; the Sunday-school gave in its monthly 
offerings for the Orphanage $250.00 and al- 
so gave to the same institution as a Thanks- 
giving offering the sum of $179.00. The 
church has also raised the pastor’s salary 
$200 for the incoming year on account of 
the high cost of living. Good for Burling- 
ton and its beloved pastor. 


*** THE HERALD is unavoidably delayed 
this week, due to shortage in coal supply. 
The company which furnishes The Christian 
Publishing Association with electric power 
has given our Business Manager notice that 
no power can be furnished for at least forty- 
eight hours beginning at midnight of Jan- 
uary 7. We hope the delay may not be 


longer than forty-eight hours, but we 
cannot tell. Our readers must bear with 
us, assured that we will do our:best. The 
shortage in coal is felt all over the United 
States, in fact, almost all over the world. 


*** Rev. Eugene Willard’s proposition, 
as given by Dr. Morrill in last issue, is, we 
learn, attracting attention and we hope 
many of our readers will avail themselves 
of the offer he is ‘making. Be sure to read 
it and cooperate with him and Mrs. Willard 
if. you can. Address Bro. Willard in care 
of Rev. D. C. Loucks, Montesano, Washing- 
ton. 


*** T have just read your editorial, The 
Apostolic Type of Christianity, and am 
highly pleased with the great truth you 
brought out. There is entirely too much of 
the world getting into the Church. The 
stone of worldliness must be rolled away 
from the Church and from the hearts of 
men and women who call themselves Chris- 
tian. Only the power of the Holy Spirit 
ean do this. Many a poor dwarfed soul 
ought to get quiet long enough to listen to 
God’s voice: “Loose him and let him go!” 
—S. L. B. 


*** The work which God has entrusted to 
my hands at this place is growing in a much 
larger way than I could have expected. I 
am now well on in my third year. The Fa- 
ther is hearing prayer, and in answer to 
prayer men and women are giving them- 
selves to God, not only their hearts, but they 
are worshiping Him with their “substance.” 
Not long ago a lady school teacher came to 
me and said: “Through your Bible teach- 
ing I have consecrated my life to God,” and 
she handed to me a ten-dollar bill to be 
given to missions. Another sister came to 
me and laid down for the Master’s use in 
the mission work about $400.—Rev. S. L. 
Baugher, Rockingham, Va. 


*** T like your spirit and the spirit you 
are putting into the splendid paper you are 
publishing. I wish you personally and THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY the greatest and 
best kind of success for the future—Rev. 
John Y. Ewart, D. D., Colorado Springs, 
Col. We esteem such expressions, coming, 
as in this case, from an able writer in an- 
other denomination. We have had but one 
purpose while occupying THE HERALD’S 
editorial chair, and that has always been to 
do our best for the cause of Christ. Again 
and again, we have no doubt fallen far be- 
low this ideal, but it is, and has always been, 
a satisfaction to believe that we were seek- 
ing to do our best to such an end. Dr. 
Ewart is a leading writer for one of the 
leading papers of his denomination, but at 
the same time his kindness and desire to 
do good, wherever an opportunity presents 
itself, induces him to share his gifts with 
our people through THE HERALD. In a re- 
cent note to us he says: “I shall continue, 
so far as possible, to send you articles for 
your columns,” and we feel sure that our 
readers will greatly appreciate his purpose 
in this respect. 
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MOBILIZATION MONTH 


By Mrs. M. T. Morrill, President Woman’s Board for Foreign Missions 


God’s voice is calling in a very distinct 
way. He is calling us to greater unselfish- 
ness and a larger service than we have ever 
rendered before. These crucial days are 
fraught with dangers, one of which is dan- 
ger to our missionary enterprises. The 
many new appeals 


for our money, 
time, and sympa- 
thy, may make 


some feel that the 
missionary work 
must give way for 
awhile. Such a 
course would result 
in irrevocable loss 
to the cause of 
Christ. The great 
lesson of the war 
is that true Chris- 
tianity has been 
lacking. To give 
Christianity to all 
the world is the supreme task of the Church 
and to this task we women have dedicated 
ourselves. The Federation of Woman’s For- 
eign Boards and The Council of Women for 
Home Missions have sent forth a call chal- 
lenging missionary women to a forward 
movement. In harmony with this call our 
own Woman’s Boards of the Christian 
Church, at their annual meeting, adopted 
the following resolution: 

February, 1918, shall be known as Mobi- 
lization Month, when we shall make definite, 
prayerful attempt to enlist more of our 
women and girls for the prosecution of the 
King’s business, through the organization of 
new societies and the securing of new mem- 
bers; to bring to them the privilege of the 
service of prayer and the obligation of 
stewardship. 


Mrs. M. T. MorRILv 


As an aid toward the realization of this 
threefold objective—extension, intercession, 
and stewardship, we have decided on the 
following goals for the month: New Wom- 
en’s Societies, 50; New organizations en- 
rolled in the Young People’s Department, 
50; New Cradle Rolls, 50; New Members, 
500; Pledged intercessors, 1,000. We are 
asking each Conference Woman’s Board to 
assume a definite part of this extension 
budget if one fails, the whole plan fails, but 
we know that no one will fail. 

We are planning to give all possible pub- 
licity to this campaign through our church 
papers. Literature—the ammunition of the 
campaign—is being prepared and will be 
in your hands this month. Conference pres- 
idents received the preliminary announce- 
ment and plan of campaign in December. 
They are heartily cooperating, but they 
can’t win the victory without you. We 
must have selective conscription. Every 
woman enrolled where she is best fitted to 
work. 

Many of our conferences have not added 
a single new society in years and many a 
society is merely “holding its own,” and 
some not even doing that. Pastors and 
women of the Christian Church, these con- 
ditions must not obtain longer. Many of 


the old excuses have been swept away. The 
‘woman who has never had time to join a 
missionary society now finds time to attend 





a Red Cross meeting once a week. Would I 
have any one do less for the Red Cross? A 
thousand times No, but the new need must 
not be met at the expense of the old. 

We must enlarge our work; increase the 
number of workers and mobilize them for 
service in the King’s army. 

And why are not our mission fields bet- 
ter equipped? Why have we not more mis- 
sionaries? Why are our Mission Boards 
compelled to turn a deaf ear to many heart- 
rending appeals for help? Four words will 
answer—lack of consecrated giving. In 
spite of the world’s desperate need most of 
us keep on spending our money as if it were 
our own. Who dare say that we do not 
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desperately need the teaching of Christian 
stewardship? 


And the third and greatest need—that of 
keeping open the channels of communica- 
tion with God. The place of prayer is the 
place where we may release untold resources 
for the spread of the kingdom. Because 
we need to test as never before the re- 
sources of prayer we are asking you to 
join the Circle of Intercessors, signing the 
Intercessor’s Covenant. If prayer can bring 
things to pass, let us use it with greater con- 
fidence than ever before. 


Lastly, but continually, let us “Remem- 
ber Jesus Christ.” We shall meet difficul- 
ties, but let us turn them into opportuni- 
ties of doing valiant service for Him. 

“Be strong—and work, for I am with you, 
saith Jehovah of hosts.” (Hag. 2: 4) 








While we think of an ambassador as a 
minister, is not every Christian an ambas- 
sador for the King Jesus? Just as soon as 
we come to Him, does He not send us forth 
upon His business? His last word was 
“Go.” Our King is depending upon us, is 
trusting us to look after His interests. We 
talk freely about trusting in the Lord, and 
that is a good thing to do, but we ought nev- 
er to forget that He is trusting us, too. He 
has left us an immense trust, but with 
shame we have to confess we have not al- 
ways been true to the trust He left us. 

An ambassador is one who is authorized 
to represent or act for another in the fullest 
manner possible. What the faithful am- 
bassador says or does is in the name and 
upon the authority of the King. We are to 
do for Christ what He would do were He 
here personally. It is all for and in the in- 
terest of our Sovereign, and not for self. 
Self is out of it altogether. Self has to be 
crucified before our work for Him becomes 
fruitful. Our King whom we serve, and 
whose we are, has no selfish aims. Earthly 
rulers are filled with them. They are con- 
stantly seeking greater power and greater 
fame. “Let us make a name for ourselves,” 
seems to be the underlying principal of 
much we see in the world to-day. Men are 
boasting of power and purposes and re- 
sources. But did man ever boast that he 
was not brought low? 

How different our King from any earth- 
ly ruler. Our King whose name shall be 
above every name, and unto whom every 
knee shall bow. Mighty in power, yet so 
full of love and compassion! Seeking the 
lost, comforting the sorrowing, binding up 
the broken hearts, setting the captive free, 
lifting the burden from those who are bend- 
ing beneath the load, bringing love, joy, 
peace, even the message of life forevermore 
to all who come under His rule. That was 
His work while here, and it is the work He 
entrusted to us when He went away. It is 
the work we are to represent Him in now. 
We forget the importance of our errand 
many times. We treat it with lightness or 
slight it shamefully very often. We even 
neglect it entirely sometimes. The risk we 
assume when we grow careless or indiffer- 
ent or neglectful is a terrible one. All the 
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righteousness which we have done will not 
do us any good, if we are not diligently do- 
ing His work, if we are not faithfully rep- 
resenting His interests, if we have turned 
away from it all, when He comes. 

Minister of the gospel of Jesus, the King 
whose ambassador you are, intended that 
your every message should not only make 
those who hear it feel the need of the Sav- 
ior, but that it would set them to work for 
Him. He intended every messenger of His 
to do all in his power, more than that, to do 
all in the power He promised to send, and 
does send, the power of the Holy Spirit, to 
bring men and women under His rule. We 
have not drawn upon His power as we 
should, or greater results would be seen. Is 
it because we do not realize how vital the 
message is? It is the “upon” relationship 
of the Holy Spirit we see in the service of 
the disciples after Pentecost. The rela- 
tionship which clothes the believer with 
Himself in power, which guides him in his 
service. It is the “upon” relationship we 
need to-day. Shall we not seek it as never 
before? 

Have you considered the resources of the 
King who has sent us forth upon His er- 
rands? All the gold and silver, all the 
wealth of the world, and all power are His. 
We are getting used to big figures these 
days, but they are small in comparison with 
our Sovereign’s wealth, for He is “able to 
do exceeding abundantly above all we can 
ask or think.” 

The pay surpasses anything man can im- 
agine. It is not, cannot be computed in dol- 
lars and cents. It is every need supplied, 
and as the need increases the supply is in- 
creased. The terms are trust ard obedi- 
ence. The conditions are simply ask, take. 
The time of paying is “anytime.” The 
place is “anywhere.” The amount allowed 
is “anything.” Could a Sovereign be more 
liberal? Could a loyal subject ask for 
more? Can we refuse to serve loyally for 
life, anywhere or in any way He asks? Can 
we longer refuse to represent His interests 
with all the earnestness, faithfulness, and 
seriousness with which He would do the 
work if here to-day? 

MINNIE LOHR. 

Mt. Vernon, Ohio. 
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By Rev. M. T. Morrill, D. D., Foreign Mission Secretary 


We are all spectators of, and a few of 
us are participants in, a mighty inter-play 
of human forces creating new conditions 
and subjecting us all to new demands. It 
is doubtful whether any of us are alive to 
the full meaning of this new and crucial 
day. No one in this country, even in civil 
war times, has seen the industries of Amer- 
ica under such strain as exists now. Never 
have there been more pressing reasons for 
thrift and economy, and never heretofore 
have the wildest dreams of financiers and 
government officials approached the expense 
figures now inserted in our government’s 
annual budgets. In all the days of Amer- 
ican railroading there has not hitherto been 
such a congestion of traffic as we now wit- 
ness, and never a situation where the presi- 
dent of the United States found it necessary 
to assume control of the railways in the 
name of the government. This is the first 
time in our history that America has been 
called upon to feed nearly half the world 
and to finance several nations besides itself. 
In the early months of the year 1914 such a 
world-war as now ravages Europe would 
have been deemed impossible. 

Already the new conditions are affecting 
us through the whole scale of life, from so 
little a matter as purchasing a postage- 
stamp up to the schooling of our children, 
maintenance of our churches, and conduct 
of our business. The draft on the nation’s 
manhood is calling forth the highest qual- 
ities of manhood—loyalty, patriotism, self- 
denial, obedience to duty, patient endurance, 
and such like. The draft on industry is be- 
getting unusual application to business. The 
financial drain tends to economy and sav- 
ing. At the same time, however, unprece- 
dented doors are opened to the greedy and 
unscrupulous and immoral. War lowers 
and destroys moral standards; it retards 
intellectual and spiritual development and 
acumen. 

Chaplains and army Y. M. C. A. workers 
are being recruited from the ministry. In 
normal times theological schools cannot sup- 
ply the demand for trained ministers; and 
now the registration of divinity students is 
forty to fifty per cent. below normal. What 
will be done to provide ministers and pas- 
tors for churches? Missionaries are being 
hindered from going to their fields, and 
from the ranks of candidates men are being 
diverted to war work. Both the Y. M. C. A. 
and Y. W. C. A. are calling out the readiest 
young men and women from schools and 
churches for war work. Church schools as 
well as state schools have greatly reduced 
attendance this year, because students have 
volunteered or been drafted for military 
service. High schools and public schools 
have lost teachers in similar manner; and to 
supply the critical need superintendents 
have invaded the colleges to secure even par- 
tially prepared teachers. The government 
has opened thousands of positions to gradu- 
ates and students of technical and commer- 

cial schools. Only a few days ago it called 
for ten thousand stenographers and typists. 
And all these drains, and more than could 
be named, to the withdrawal of a million 
of our cheicest youth for the army and hun- 





dreds of thousands for the navy, and then 
begin to think what tasks are suddenly un- 
loaded before the Church and the school and 
the nation! 

In all the past armies have taken home 
with them floods of vice and immorality. 
Uncle Sam’s boys must be ministered to in 
training camp and in trench to prevent 
moral or spiritual or intellectual decline. 
General Pershing’s resolve that, whatever 
comes, his soldiers shall achieve moral vic- 
tory is a splendid ideal. And when they 
come home it must not be to find the na- 
tion’s morals and spirituality lowered. 

Churches and church work must go on 
with unabated zeal. The ministers and 
workers, whose ranks are being reduced ev- 
ery week by imperative calls to war activ- 
ities, must courageously shoulder the bur- 
dens and do all in their power to rally peo- 
ple to church maintenance. Some country 
and city churches have nearly suspended 
services and activities for lack of fuel. It 
may take months to overcome the effects of 
such interruptions. Rather than suffer 
such setbacks, let any right and promising 
expedient be tried. Careful effort must be 
made to recruit the ministry and develop 
workers. 

Some of our pastors and churches are 
able to render special service directly to the 
men in army and navy training camps. In 
a few instances pur people have developed 
splendid programs; and below are sugges- 
tions from The Missionary Review of the 
World applicable to almost any of our 
churches indicating helpful things to do. 

1. Keep an honor roll of those in service 


—post conspicuously. Inspire all to loyalty. 


Encourage enlistment of volunteers. 

2. Appoint good correspondents to keep 
them in touch with the church at home. 

3. Send calendars, books, local papers, 
and Christmas gifts to those in service. 

4. Give the pastor leave of absence to 
visit the camps. ee 

5. Keep the Y. M. C. A. secretaries in- 
formed of the men from your church. | 

6. Save on food, fuel, and luxuries. 
Raise a war fund to help in this great con- 
flict. 

7. Read from the pulpit the letters from 
those at the front. 

8. Hold prayer-meetings for them and 
remember special needs and individuals by 
name. 

9. Welcome all who serve the flag—espe- 
cially those who represent you. 

10. Remember that you are partners in 
a great cause and that your responsibility 
is as real as that of those at the front. You 
will then share in the victory. 


Unless schools and colleges are kept open 
and in vigorous condition, when the war 
closes our nation will suffer from dearth of 
trained men and women ready to cope with 
new and baffling tasks. We must have edu- 
cators, too, for all grades and kinds of in- 
stitutions, just as thoroughly prepared as 
those now leaving their positions. Every 
young man and young woman who possibly 
can should remain in school or college until 
the course is completed. The colleges of 
the Christian denomination should at all 
hazards be kept in full operation, because 
as matters now are we are greatly handi- 
capped for leaders and ministers; and any 
general falling off in attendance will in- 





crease the handicap. It is now nearly im- 
possible to secure teachers and professors 
for some college courses in mathematics and 
sciences. 

A crucial test will arise when financial 
questions are raised. Let it be remembered, 
however, that in general there is a spirit of 
liberality abroad and people are giving bet- 
ter than they ever have. We must plead 
for extra liberality, larger gifts, larger sal- 
aries, because of larger demands. We must 
even undertake more benevolences than we 
have. To close our purses to benevolent en- 
terprises is to invite disaster. 

Our churches in all their departments, 
our ministry, our general enterprises face 
the new order of things, and have a big 
task before them. It would be nothing 
short of a tragedy if any of our churches 
should be allowed to sleep through these 
awful days and awaken too late to take ad- 
vantage of the new opportunities or combat 
the new dangers. Would to God some one 
might sound a reveille that would arouse the 
whole brotherhood! What are we doing 
now to meet the demands upon us? And 
what are we doing to anticipate conditions 
after the war is ended? 

Dare we let things drift? Dare we allow 
schools to close, and churches to languish? 
Dare we lessen our missionary effort when 
it is needed most? Surely God has pros- 
pered this nation so wonderfully in order 
that during precisely such strenuous days 
as these the nation’s business, the nation’s 
soul, the nation’s morals might be main- 
tained at the highest possible pitch. 

Every possible effort should be made to 
awaken our ministers and churches to the 
call of the hour. Now if ever we need a 
general movement of nation-wide extent to 
call persistently and effectually our whole 
brotherhood to quicken its pace and enlarge 
its work to a point commensurate with the 
almost overwhelming demands. If we can 
rise to the present occasion, we can ade- 
quately prepare for what will surely follow 
when peace again comes to the world. 


UNSPOKEN WORDS 


Unspoken words, like treasures in the mine, 
Are valueless until we give them birth; 
Like unfound gold, their hidden beauties 


shine, 
Which God has made to bless and fill the 


earth. 
How sad ’twould be to see a master’s hand 
Strike glorious notes upon a_ voiceless 


lute; 
But, oh, what pain, when, at God’s own 
command, 
A heartstring thrills with kindness, but is 
mute! 


Then hide it not, the music of the soul— 
Dear sympathy, expressed with kindly 
voice; 
But let it like a shining river roll 
To deserts dry—to hearts that would re- 


joice. 
Oh, let the sympathy of kindly words 
Sound for the poor, the friendless and the 


weak, 
And he will bless you! He who struck these 


ords 
Will strike another when, in turn, you 


—John Boyle O'Reilly. 


seek. 
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SACRIFICIAL SUFFERINGS 


General Secretary Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 


A notable circle of Christian men have re- 
cently issued a prediction of the speedy end 
of the world. Their prophecy is based upon 
the striking response of Jesus, to the be- 
wilderment of His disciples, when “they 
asked Him, saying, Master, what sign will 
there be when these . 
things shall come to 
pass?” “And He said, 
When ye shall hear of 
wars and rumors of 
wars, be not terrified; 
for these things must 
first come to pass; 
but the end is not yet.” 
“Nation shall rise 
against nation, and 
kingdom against king- 
dom.” “Ye shall 
passed with armies.” 





C. S. MACFARLAND 
see Jerusalem com- 
“And there shall be 
upon the earth distress of nations, men’s 


hearts failing them for fear.” “And then 
shall they see the Son of man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory.” 

The interpretation of these Christian men 
is precisely what many thought in Jesus’ 
day. The coming of the Son of man meant 
the end of the world. The facts of subse- 
quent history showed that this was not what 
Jesus meant. 

His prophesy was fulfilled; the Son of 
man did come with power. His coming in 
that power was not, however, the sign of 
the end of the world. It was the beginning 
of a new life in the world. 

History has repeated itself, and the 
world’s struggles have ever been the travail 
of a new birth. Out of them, tried as by 
fire, has emerged a better and purer world. 

“Think not that I came to bring peace on 
the earth; I came not to bring peace but a 
sword.” There are two kinds of peace; that 
of outward similitude and that of inward 
reality. So, again, without any contradic- 
tion in His own mind, Jesus said in His 
last hours, “Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give unto you.” But He added, “Not 
as the world giveth, give I unto you.” 

War brings out both the worst and the 
best in nations and in men; it is subject to 
the universal law of compensation. One 
who goes across the seas to-day comes back 
with mingled sadness and hope. He enters 
into the experience of the great psalmists. 
The same psalm consists of a dirge and an 
oratorio. There is a wonderful and appar- 
ently contradictory contrast in mood. They 
move on, with their alternating notes, from 
the extreme of despair to the height of 
faith, the sense of horror ever changing 
place with the sense of hope. There is unity 
among them in this, that their one constant 
and unfailing message is, “Hope thou in 
God.” They all end in the same last resort. 
It is a wonderfully vibrating, pulsating pic- 
ture, full of dignity, breathing sincerity, 
alive with pathos, charged with the same 
solemnity, yet ever vibrant with unfailing 
and responding confidence, filled with the 
gloom of realism, yet fuller still of a mag- 
nificent and glowing idealism, and _ these 
psalms are but the reflection of the varied 


and vividly contrasting moods of any seri- 
ously thoughtful man to-day. 

Men have said, with easy-going flippancy, 
that the war means the failure of Christian- 
ity; Christ stands before Pilate. But it is 
not Christ before Pilate; it is Pilate before 
Christ, and if we listen we shall hear it 
again,—“This is your hour and the power 
of darkness; but ye shall see the Son of 
man, coming with power.” 

Christian institutions have failed only in 
so far as they have failed to be Christian. 
It is not that their ideals have been found 
wanting; it is not that their message has 
been untrue; it is because they are human, 
and it is becoming clear to the leaders of 
the churches that they have faltered for 
much the same reason that the allied na- 
tions have failed up to. this moment—be- 
cause they have been wretchedly divided. 

The most hopeful sign of our day and 
generation is that while at the immediate 
moment the powers of darkness seem to pre- 
vail, we may witness the steady, largely un- 
seen, unification of righteousness. 

The most terrible thing at this hour is its 
terrible waste. Indeed, one of the most 
startling of modern discoveries is that hu- 
man civilization itself is so sadly wasteful 
of human life and resources. The wastage 
of war is the same thing only to a greater 
degree. , 


But these are not the worst of our dissi- 
pations, and indeed these wastes have been 
largely because of a deeper and more serious 
prodigality. We have let the very light 
within us become darkness, and the saddest 
of all has been the waste of our moral pow- 
ers, our finer emotions and our religious en- 
thusiasms, through sectarian divisions, de- 
nominational rivalries and unrestrained ca- 
price often deluding itself as a religious 
loyalty. 

The greatest social movement of our day 
is the effort to stop this wanton destruction 
by the unifying of our religious forces. One 
can see it on every hand. The chaplains in 
France, through their devotion and heroism, 
have changed the attitude of the French 
people and the French government towards 
religion. The Free Churches of Great Brit- 
ain, for the first time in their history, have 
made a movement towards effective and per- 
manent federation. The million Huguenot 
people of France, who have been extrava- 
gantly divided, have, within the last fort- 
night, come together in a common body and 
have sent to this country two of their chap- 
lains as representatives of the entire body 
of French Christians. A message comes 
from a representative group in the Nether- 
lands, asking that a delegation be sent to 
them to render such help as it may in 
bringing their Christian forces together. A 
cable from Australia announces the organi- 
zation of a federal council in that land. 
While this story is being written, there sit 
beside the writer delegates from the church- 
es of Great Britain and from the Belgian 
missions upon errands of mutual fellowship 
and practical service. 

The first religious body to meet, after the 


declaration of war, to issue a message to the 
churches, was not a denominational assem- 
bly; it was a council at Washington, consti- 
tuted by thirty religious denominations to 
speak for them all. The Young Men’s 
Christian Association, on twenty-four hours’ 
notice, was ready to take care of the sol- 
diers, in behalf of all the churches, who 
created it. Under the General War-Time 
Commission of the Churches the work of the 
denominational bodies, the camp pastors 
outside the camps and the chaplains and Y. 
M. C. A. secretaries within the camps, are 
brought into cooperation, impeded, to be 
sure, by the limitations of our persistent hu- 
man individualism, and yet in an earnest 
spiritual unity. City after city which had 
never given the matter serious thought be- 
fore is forming its federation of churches 
with a common headquarters and a common 
administrative representative. The move- 
ment for Christian cooperation, not without 
some caution, it is true, is moving in a lar- 
ger circle upon matters of common interest 
to the nation and the world. Consultation 
is daily held between representative Protes- 
tant, Roman Catholic, and Jew, and the del- 
egation of fifty religious leaders in confer- 
ence with the President of the United 
States is equally divided between Catholic 
and Protestant. 

Out in the field, so the French chaplains 
tell us, Protestant and Catholic chaplains, in 
the hour of necessity, forget all except that 
they are the ministers of the same God to 
the same suffering humanity, and our chap- 
lains, as they are all clothed in the same 
khaki, will be clothed with the same indis- 
tinguishable religious spirit. For three 
years a constant stream of contributions has 
gone across the seas, not from Presbyterian 
here to Presbyterian there, but from the 
Christians of America to the Huguenot 
Christians of France. It has not been, to 
be sure, a conference on Christian unity in 
faith and polity. It has been simply mutual 
service with the sense of a spiritual one- 
ness. Indeed, it may be that a larger re- 
sultant service has been given because diver- 
sity has been permitted in unity. 

During the past quarter of a century this 
process has been going on, Christian unity 
being approached through common partici- 
pation in concrete and common tasks. Its 
deepening has now come through the mu- 
tuality of common suffering. The very day 
on which this message is being written there 
comes a cable from the archbishop of Swe- 
den to the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America from a conference of 
Christians of five neutral nations, and the 
message is a very simple one; it simply says, 
“Finland is in a state of famine.” 

Leaders in Christian education represent- 
ing all Christian bodies are now in weekly 
conference preparing their study courses. 
They are not courses in denominational his- 
tory and polity. The subject is, “What is 
American Christianity going to do for re- 
conciliation and reconstruction in Europe?” 
Herbert Adams Gibbons carries the causes 
of the war back for four centuries-and, coin- 
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cidentally, in celebrating the four hundredth 
anniversary of the Reformation, with all its 
great advances, we are obliged to take ac- 
count of nearly four centuries of disintegra- 
tion in religious forces. 

For about 375 years the process was 
largely that of the multiplication of denomi- 
nations in isolation, or, worse still, in com- 
petition and almost never in cooperation. 
The movement for serious Christian coop- 
eration has been in existence for about ten 
years. If we think of that decade over 
against those 375 years of Protestant disso- 
ciation, the story of present-day Christian- 
ity is one of progress. 

The world is in a struggle for democracy, 
and democracy is simply another name for 
spiritual unity. We knew that man has a 
soul; we are learning that nations have 
souls. We are beginning to discover that 
the world has a soul. The prophecy of Je- 
sus is being fulfilled in our search for spir- 
itual unity. 

There is little hope for the future in 
leagues of nations and world courts for 
political uniformity, unless some institution 
in human form finds and expresses this uni- 
ty of spirit and ideal. With all their human 
limitations, the churches still symbolize 
those ideals and stand for that spiritual 
democracy which must underlie the new po- 
litical democracy. The issue is determined 
by two processes: first, within each nation 
the unification of its own spiritual forces, 
and, second, the rapidly developing frater- 
nity of the churches of one nation with an- 
other. 

The reader asks, “What do you mean, one 
church?” Yes, we mean one church. But 
how far its unity will be that of identity 
and how far that of diversity, we have not 
the wisdom to answer. The council at Wash- 
ington did not know it, perhaps, but it real- 
ly formulated the new common creed in 
these historic words: 

As members of the Church of Christ, the 
hour lays upon us special duties: 

To purge our own hearts clean of arro- 
gance and selfishness; 

To steady and inspire the nation; 

To keep ever before the eyes of ourselves 
and of our allies the ends for which we 
fight; 

To hold our own nation true to its pro- 
fessed aims of justice, liberty, and brother- 
hood; 

To testify to our fellow Christians in ev- 
ery land, most of all to those from whom for 
the time we are estranged, our conscious- 
ness of unbroken unity in Christ; 

To unite in the fellowship of service mul- 
titudes who love their enemies and are ready 
to join with them in rebuilding the waste 
places as soon as peace shall come; 

To be diligent in works of relief and mer- 
cy, not forgetting those ministries of the 
spirit to which, as Christians, we are espe- 
cially committed ; 

To keep alive the spirit of prayer, that 
in these times of strain and sorrow men may 
be sustained by the consciousness of the 
presence and power of God; 

To hearten those who 'go to the front, and 
to comfort their loved ones at home; 

To care for the welfare of our young men 
in the army and navy, that they may be 
fortified in character and made strong to 
resist temptation; 
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To be vigilant against every attempt to 
arouse the spirit of vengeance and unjust 
suspicion ; 

To protect the rights of conscience against 
every attempt to invade them; 

To maintain our Christian institutions 
and activities unimpaired, that the soul of 
our nation may be nourished and renewed 
through the worship and service of Al- 
mighty God; 

To guard the gains of education, and of 
social progress and economic freedom, won 
at so great a cost, and to make full use of 
the occasion to set them still further for- 
ward, even by and through the war; 

To keep the open mind and the forward 
look, that the lessons learned in war may 
not be forgotten when comes that just and 
sacred peace for which we pray; 

Above all, to call men everywhere to new 
obedience to the will of our Father God, 
who in Christ has given Himself in supreme 
self-sacrifice for the redemption of the 
world, and who invites us to share with 
Him His ministry of reconciliation. 

To such service we would summon our fel- 
low Christians of every name. In this spir- 
it we would dedicate ourselves and all that 
we have to the nation’s cause. With this 
hope we would join hands with all men of 
good-will of every land and race, to rebuild 
on this war-ridden and desolated earth the 
commonwealth of mankind, and to make of 
the kingdoms of the world the kingdom of 
the Christ. 

But this was a war-time creed. 
temporary thing. Was it? 

The brewers of America have an adver- 
tisement in which they warn the people that 
if prohibition comes in war-time it will stay 
forever. They are undoubtedly right. May 
it not be that the Christian Churches will 
say: If we can live and serve and suffer this 
way in time of war, shall we not do so in 
time of peace? 

The failure of the Church was not the 
failure of her Master, not the failure of her 
message, and if her various assemblies are 
willing to save their lives by losing them, and 
the Church can thus find her own soul, she 
can reveal the soul of the nation, and if 
the churches of all the nations can come into 
a common bond of fellowship through suifer- 
ing, they will discover 2nd save the soul of 
the world. 

If our churches in America will submit 
themselves to this deepening sense of spirit- 
ual unity they will help to transform the 
world’s Golgotha and its Calvary into the 
resurrection on the third day. 

The clearest sign of the Son of man com- 
ing in power is this manifest spirit of unity 
in service, of unity in prayer, of unity in 
spirit, which is laying hold of our churches 
in this hour of their extremity, and which, 
when they come to reach Olivet together, 
will lead them to share and rejoice in the 
victory of Gethsemane and, when the time 
is fulfilled, with their united power, to roll 
the stone away. 


It was a 


THE REDISCOVERY OF AMERICA 
[Dr. B. F. Rhoads. of Pennsylvania, on “The Re- 
discovery of America,” before O. A. B. U. Conven- 
tion, Norwood, November 15. Released for a. m. pa- 
pers of November 15.—T. T. F.] 
“We are facing stern and tragic facts in 
these days. The first of these facts is that 


we are at war, with all that that involves, 
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and, second, we as Americans know what we 
are fighting for. It is a war of self-defense. 
It is a war to save America, for America is 
not the name of a territory, but a spirit, and 
has pride and honor and conscience. ‘We 
are, fighting to free the world from military 
government and from the rule of the sol- 
dier. Across the water they have been 
fighting our battles. This we need to realize 
more than we have in the past. Another 
humiliating fact stares us in the face—that 
up to the present time as a nation we have 
been profiting in dollars and cents from this 
world war. For three years we have stood 
and watched the crucification of civilization 
and the barbarism of an inhuman militar- 
ism, and the voice of God is saying to us, 
‘What doest thou here, America?’ 

“In the light of passing events we are 
coming to a new understanding of the mean- 
ing of our flag—for all that Washington 
gave to us, for all that Grant preserved to 
us, and of all for which the martyred Lin- 
coln died. There is taking place to-day a 
rediscovery of America which is of profound 
significance. This rediscovery means a 
clearer conception of her teaching, a truer 
understanding of her character, a larger 
comprehension of her mission, and a more 
loyal surrender to the principles of her de 
mocracy. 

“Our nation took its rise from moral 
causes, received its first colonies from relig- 
ious impulse, and its first government from 
men who had learned political liberty and 
the right of private judgment from the 
Bible. Centuries ago to the Jewish race was 
revealed the doctrine of God’s brotherhood. 
In the very heart of that doctrine rests the 
brotherhood of man and it was for this 
truth that Jesus Christ lived and died. It 
was for this eternal principle that the war 
of ’61 to 65 was fought and the Declara- 
tion of Independence was written into the 
Constitution of the United States, and it is 
for this that this world struggle is now be- 
ing fought. America has a world obliga- 
tion. In the light that comes to us from a 
consciousness of a world responsibility, we 
go forward to fight the battles of freedom. 
It seems to me that I can hear to-night the 
voice of God calling upon America and say- 
ing, ‘Oh, my America, what have I not done 
for you? I have saved you from baptized 
heathenism. I have kept you from the great 
superstition. I have lifted you to the very 
heaven and the highest freedom. I have ex- 
alted you to the highest seat in the world’s 
council. I have poured into your coffers 
one-half of the world’s wealth. I have 
poured upon you the full light of wisdom 
until your daughters have become the wives 
of princes and your sons, counselors of 
kings. What more could I do for you?’ 
Then I have fancied that I heard America’s 
response, ‘By the memories of the past, by 
the greatness of our charge, marked by the 
Providence, by that sovereign touch. Oh, 
God make us faithful to our nation.’ ” 


The preservation and improvement of 
your faculties depend on their constant ex- 
ercise.—Isaac Barrow. 


He who builds according to every man’s 
advice, will live in a very crooked house.— 
Danish Proverb. 
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DEEP-SEA FISHIN G= 


By Rev. John Y. Ewart, D. D., Colorado Springs, Col. 


Eveiy human soul is a great deep. No 
one knows its depths but God. 

There is sin away down with depths of 
every soul. No soul is conscious of the 
depths of its sinfulness. Hence the need of 
divine searching and divine revelation that 
we may know our deep need, and hence the 
need of a divine remedy which will reach, 
reveal, and heal our deepest need. 

When Jesus, sitting in a small boat near 
the shore of the Sea bade his disciples to 
“Launch out into the deep and let down 
your nets for a draught,” his words have a 
meaning fuller, we have reason to believe, 
than was perceived at first by these fisher- 
men. 

What a vast depth of possibility there is 
in a human soul! What a vast depth of 
sin, what a vast depth and reach of power, 
what a vast depth and height of spiritual 
attainment! 

And no two souls are the same. Each is 
an individual and peculiar unit in the cos- 
mos. Each has a history, an experience of 
its own. Very true are Mr. Harold Beg- 
bie’s words: 

“Every single individual maintains a 
struggle of some kind with the forces of 
good and evil, and in the silence of his soul 
holds some secret intercourse with the uni- 
verse.” 

And yet, common to every soul, whether 
he knows it or not, is the depth of his alien- 
ation from God by reason of sin before 
Christ has gotten hold of him and has be- 
gun to transform him into His image. 

No wonder, then, Dr. Shedd, in that very 
remarkable and very Scriptural essay of his 
on “The Doctrine of Original Sin,” says: 

“The materials that make up our con- 
sciousness as sinners—the innumerable 
items of which it is composed—the thou- 
sands of wrong volitions, and the hundreds 
of thousands of wrong emotions, and the 
millions of wrong thoughts—do we not, as a 
matter of fact, refer them all to some one 
thing, out of which they spring? Can we, 
and as matter of fact, do we, continue to 
chase these innumerable and constantly van- 
ishing particulars, dropping one as soon as 
we have reached the next succeeding, be- 
cause the mind can grasp but one thing at 
a time; or do we, with David, cease this at- 
tempt to number our iniquities, and having 
acknowledged that they are more than the 
hairs of our head, (Ps. 40:12) with him 
confess a one sin of heart and of nature at 
the bottom of them all?” 

Also, Dr. Shedd: 

“We never reach the bottom; we never 
come in consciousness to the lowest and ulti- 
mate form of sin; or, which is the same 
thing, we never see the time when we have 
become conscious of all our sinfulness, and 
there are no further discoveries for us to 
make. The prayer of David is the proper 


prayer for us to the day of our death: 

“ ‘Search me, O Lord, and know my heart; 
try me and know my thoughts: and see if 
there be any wicked way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting.’ (Ps. 139: 23, 24) 
A prayer, it may be remarked, that is utter- 
ly unintelligible on the hypothesis that there 


is no sin deeper than consciousness.” (Theo- 
log. Essays, pp. 224, 225) 

Several important considerations follow: 

First: How necessary for human redemp- 
tion from such a deep gulf was the offering 
of such an incalculably precious and meri- 
torious sacrifice as the death of the Son of 
God upon the cross! 

Second. How necessary such a vast and 
far-reaching plan—eternal in all directions 
—with the cross as its center, for the rescue 
of human souls dead in trespasses and sins! 

Third. How utterly impotent and insuf- 
ficient are many of the schemes being tried 
to-day, and which have been tried in the 
past, when viewed in the light of what 
Christ has done for the salvation of the lost 
world! 

Fourth. How vitally important it is to 
get at the root of the matter by adopting 
Christ’s remedy for the moral diseases and 
the moral disease of the world, viz.: The 
New Birth, through the operation in the 
heart of the Holy Spirit! 

“This work,” says Dr. Henry B. Smith, 
“must be instantaneous—not in conscious 
experience, but as the work of the Spirit. 
We cannot make the transition from sin to 
holiness because they are opposed to each 
other. There must be some point in the 
movement of the soul where it turns from 
darkness to light. We may not be able to 
discern it, but from the nature of the case 
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there must be such a time. This alone is 
conformable with the Scriptural statements; 
the account of the conversion of Paul, the 
expressions ‘new life,’ ‘new creation,’ ‘being 
born again,’ and the like. In the renewal of 
the soul there is more than a moral work, 
there is a spiritual process. There is more 
than the operation of man’s faculties, there 
is a divine agency.” (System of Christian 
Theology, p. 562) 


FINALLY 


1. Is the Church learning the absolutely 
necessary part in the renewal of a _ soul 
which the Holy Spirit must perform? 

2. Are the conditions of Church life and 
ministerial life to-day such as to invite the 
Holy Spirit’s presence and saving power in 
our congregations? 

3. Is it not worth while for ministers to 
learn from the Bible and from Christian ex- 
perience—and to teach the churches—the 
conditions under which the Holy Spirit will 
condescend to regenerate the unregener- 
ated, save the lost? 

“Christ’s disciples are intended to be the 
recipients and distributors of the Holy Spir- 
it, and His Church the mediator between 
the Spirit and the world,” says Dr. A. J. 
Gordon. 

Is the Church proving worthy of this pre- 
eminent privilege and honor? 

Are not these considerations of vital inter- 
est to-day as the whole world groans under 
a crushing load? Are not God’s secret of 


regenerated manhood and of a regenerated 
world specially worthy of our study just 
now? 





Hew Ministers, Church Officials, and People May 
Help Win the War 


By Rev. David G. Wylie, D. D. 


As chairman of the Committee on Pres- 
byterial Cooperation, of the National Serv- 
ice Commisssion of the Presbyterian Church 
of the U. S. A., I have had a good many 
letters from ministers and others asking— 
“What can we do? How can we help win 
the war?” I offer the following suggestions: 

1. Each church should have an Honor 
Roll on which are inscribed the names of all 
young men who have entered the army or 
the navy. ‘This should ,be hung in the 
church in a conspicuous place. If the de- 
nomination to which the church belongs has 
a central “war work” committee, the Roll 
of Honor, giving the regiments, companies, 
or other forces to which the young men are 
attached, should be forwarded to the denom- 
inational central committee. 

2. Each church should formulate some 
simple method of keeping in touch with the 
absent boys by friendly correspondence. 
This is necessary, for many of the boys are 
lonely and a letter from home is like the 
morning dawn after a night of storm! A 
weekly or monthly letter is suggested. 

8. Each church should keep in such close 
and friendly relation with the families of 
the absent boys, that it may be the agent for 
inspiring and comforting fathers and moth- 
ers whose minds have been disturbed and 
whose hearts have been made sore by their 
sons having been called into the war. The 


church must be the comforter of the people 
in these dreadful days of conflict. 

4. Churches should cooperate with all 
agencies that are working for the physical, 
moral, and spiritual welfare of our soldiers 
and sailors. Churches in the vicinity of 
camps, cantonments, or naval stations, 
should have committees of discreet people 
whose work it will be to interest and to en- 
courage all agencies working for the wel- 
fare of our young men. 

5. Churches should welcome to its serv- 
ices, through its Committee of Ushers, or 
by a Reception Committee, soldiers and sail- 
ors. The members of these committees 
should greet the soldiers and sailors before 
and after services, shaking hands with them 
and assigning them to different homes. 
Church bulletins should contain each week 
invitations to soldiers and sailors to attend 
church services. Church members can as- 
sist by sending autos and other conveyances 
to bring the men to the church and to take 
them to the camps after services. 

6. Churches may assist in other ways. 
By giving organ recitals, concerts, ete. By 
holding socials on week nights where sol- 
diers and sailors may meet people in a nat- 
ural way; by sending books, magazines, pa- 
pers, flowers, and delicacies to those who 
are sick in camp dispensaries and by vigil- 
ence in watching for the violation of law in 
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the selling of liquor to soldiers and sailors 
or the establishment of immoral resorts. 

7. The great moral issues of the war 
should be presented from the pulpit from 
time to time so that no one will be left in 
doubt as to the righteousness of our nation- 
al cause. The church must also keep up the 
courage of the people and prepare them for 
the shocks and tests that are surely coming. 

8. In the home and in the church, prayer 
should be offered for our President, Cabinet, 
Congress, our military and naval leaders, 
our troops, and for those who are directing 
the civic, business, and spiritual affairs of 
our country, in order that the highest ideals 
may be maintained in army, navy, camps, 
and cantonments and by our citizens in this 
hour of the world’s agony. 

9. Special thought should be given to 
boys’ work. The minds of many boys, at the 
present time, are disturbed and they find it 
hard to study. Already there are a good 
many juvenile delinquents. We should give 
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special attention to boys and encourage them 
to attend regularly Sunday-schools and day 
schools. 

10. The “home base” must be kept strong. 
Many congregations have been weakened on 
account of young men going to the front. 
Sunday-schools have lost some of their best 
teachers and young people’s societies their 
best workers. Congregations have also suf- 
fered financially. More active workers must 
be secured. Men and women who have “re- 
tired” ought to return to active service in 
our churches. Our benevolences must be 
maintained, or else the work of all our 
churches will suffer. Ministers of all de- 
nominations should call loudly for volun- 
teers to fill vacant places. The church must 
not fail in this dark hour when thrones are 
falling and nations are in commotion. 


God guide the Church! 
God save the State! 
Christmas Eve, December 24, 1917. 





LET GEORGE TELL 


IT! 


By George See 


Yes, I made a big mistake in my early 
infancy when I allowed them to name me 
George. 

Of course, there were palliating circum- 
stances. I had been born rather young and 
somewhat inexperienced, and in those early 
days there was so - 
much to learn and so 
many things to attend 
to, that I do not think 
I should be severely 
blamed for having J 
overlooked some of § 
them. I feel rather 
that I ought to be 
commended for cer- 
tain accomplishments. 

In the first place I believe credit is due 
me for having selected this particuiar age 
of the world’s history in which to live. Could 
I have chosen a better time? In this age 
the average man in an average lifetime can 
live a larger life than was possible to Me- 
thuselah, who showed such strange lack of 
judgment in selecting the time in which he 
was to live. 

I also believe that I am entitled to credit 
for selecting this particular nation as my 
own. This is the land of the free and the 
home of the brave. This is the nation whose 
name is a synonym for opportunity. Sure- 
ly it would have been a big mistake to have 
become a native of any other country. 

But most of all I feel that I should be 
commended for the judgment I exercised 
in selecting my ancestors. In this day of 
eugenics, when we are proclaiming from the 
house-tops that every child has the right to 
be well born, how foolish it is for any child 
not to claim that right. In this day when 
such tremendous emphasis is placed upon 
the importance of heredity, what right or 
excuse can any person have for being care- 
less in the matter of selecting his parents? 

But while claiming credit for wisdom dis- 
played in these and other matters, I can- 





not conceal the fact that I showed a woeful 
lack of judgment in accepting the name, 
George. Not that I have any particular 
fault to find with the name itself. In fact 
it has much to commend it. Men wise and 
good and great have worn it with dignity 
and distinction. My objection is that the 
name, George, does not fit me. I am not 
saying that the name is not a good name. I 
am saying it is not a good name for me. 


Let me explain. I pride myself upon the 
fact that I am a son of the soil, that I like 
to mingle freely with those who labor, and 
that I am not afraid of work. But I recog- 
nize the fact that work has a twofold na- 
ture. It is both practical and theoretical. 
By nature and inclination I seem to show 
marked fitness for approaching work from 
the theoretical side. My friends think I 
show rare skill in this matter. Now the 
name, George, is practical. It is of the 
earth earthy. It belongs to those who are 
realists. It belongs to those who do things. 
Hence it is natural and fitting that the slo- 
gan should arise: “Let George do it.” 

It is against this slogan that I especially 
rebel. It was this slogan that interrupted 
so many beautiful daydreams of my boy- 
hood, and made my early life so much of a 
tragedy. Was there wood to be carried in? 
“Let George do it.” Was there a cow to 
milk? “Let George milk her.” Was there 
snow to shovel? “Let George shovel it.” 
Whenever there was anything to be done, 
father, mother, sisters, brothers, hired help, 
all, arose and with one voice proclaimed, 
“Let George do it.” 

But at last the worm has turned. At last 
I call upon the great army of men, who like 
me have been afflicted with the name, 
George, to rise with me in rebellion, to tear 
down the odious motto, “Let George Do It,” 
and to put in its place the inspiring slogan, 
“Let George Tell It.” At last the world’s 
wrongs are to be righted. At last I am 
about to speak. Let the world take notice 
and keep silent. 
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CHRIST’S CREDENTIALS 
BY CHARLES M. JONES 


A saint of old, what time he prayed, 
Passed into trance, and saw arrayed 
Satan himself in masquerade. 


In garments by the morning lent 
Lucifer came to represent 
The Christ of human sentiment. 


He seemed to look with loving eyes, 
His lips seemed bursting with replies, 
So perfectly both kind and wise. 


Then spoke: “Thy yearning tears I see, 
So vain; a wiser ministry 
Of deeds, not prayers, I P wctina to thee.” 


He waited for the saint’s reply, 
Which came but slowly, for his eye 
Was searching out the masker’s lie. 


Then said: “My Christ, ere His ascent, 
Had wound of spear, and deep indent 
The mark of nails; that way He went. 


“Returning, Him I sure shall see 
With trace of wounds, as on the Tree 
He gave His precious life for me. 


“Your palms and side are whole; your face 
Affable, lacks the pitying grace ;— 
You care not for the sinner’s case. 


“The charity you phrase so well, 
The wisdom that your false lips tell, 
Can break nor bar the gates of hell! 


“Away, thou monster, thou hast lied! 
I’ll keep my own Christ, crucified, 
I trust His bleeding hands and side: 


“My heart is cleansed in Jesus’ blood, 
And by His Spirit’s grace endued, 
Our Father serve I, doing good!” 


THE HIGHEST PATTERN OF VIRTUE 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 

One of the arguments most often heard 
for the divinity of Christ is based upon His 
moral perfection. And this is a very con- 
vineing argument if we give it careful con- 
sideration. 

All other great teachers have been con- 
scious of their own shortcomings, notwith- 
standing the grandeur of their teachings. 
But as one of the early Christian writers 
said, “Though innumerable lies and calum- 
nies had been forged against the venerable 
Jesus, none had dared to charge Him with 
an intemperance.” 

Says Paley: “Zeno the Stoic and Diog- 
enes the cynic fell into the foulest impuri- 
ties, of which also Socrates himself was 
more than suspected. Solon forbade un- 
natural crimes to slaves. Lycurgus toler- 
ated theft as a part of education. Plato 
recommended a community of women. Aris- 
totle maintained the general right of mak- 
ing war upon barbarians. The elder Cato 
was remarkable for the ill usage of his 
slaves. . . . One loose principle is found in 
almost all the Pagan moralists; is distinct- 
ly, however, perceived in the writings of 
Plato, Xenophon, Cicero, Seneca, Epictetus; 
and that is, the allowing and even the rec- 
ommending to their disciples a compliance 
with the religion and with the religious rites 
of every country into which they came.” 

The fact that the greatest skeptics see 
nothing to condemn in the life of Jesus but 
speak of Him with admiration and rever- 
ence testifies to the moral perfection of our 
Lord. 

Jesus was conscious of being morally per- 
fect; He alone of all who have been teach- 
ers of humanity realized He. was without 
imperfection. And if so, as Dr. Thomas 
Duncan says, “He must have been divine.” 
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TWO IN THE FIELD—ONE TAKEN, THE OTHER LEFT—WHICH? 


Surely I come quickly.—Rev. 22:20. Then shall 
two be in the field; the one shall be taken and the 
other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; 
the one shall be taken and the other left. Watch, 
therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come.—Matt. 24: 40-42, 

The following lines were written with the 
strong assurance that few, if any, will re- 
fuse to read them. And this simply because 
of the intense and wide-spread interest 
which the subject is now awakening. That 
interest forms, more or less consciously, 
part of the interest felt by all in the war 
news. And what wonder that it should be 
so? The connection between wars and the 
Second Coming of Christ is one of the plain- 
est statements of the Word of God. Even 
before the war broke out, the minds of thou- 
sands of people were exercised on this mat- 
ter. The number of books and pamphlets 
published on the subject, and with a wide 
circulation, constitutes one of the literary 
phenomena of the age. And again we say, 
what wonder? The wonder is that the sub- 
ject of the Lord’s Return should have been 
allowed to slip so much into the background, 
even among Christian people. That is cer- 
tainly not its position in the Bible. There 
are 300 references to it in the New Testa- 
ment alone. One estimate says that it is 
more frequently referred to than even the 
great themes of faith and love. And it is 
the very last word with which the Son of 
God closes the inspired volume:—“Surely, 
I come quickly.” 


IT IS NOT DEATH 


One single word which the Lord Jesus 
spoke is enough to show that. In John 
21: 22 we read thet He said to Peter con- 
cerning John, “If I will that he tarry till I 
come, what is that to thee?” If the “com- 
ing” signified death, that would mean, “If I 
will that he lives till he dies”—which would 
be absurd. No, it is not death. It is some- 
thing much more arresting. The uncertain- 
ty of life has passed into the proverb; which 
means that it passes in at one ear and out 
at the other. “All men think all men mor- 
tal—but themselves.’’ It is not easy to bring 
home to one who is full of lusty life and 
health the fact that he may die at any mo- 
ment. He will answer that his doctor’s ver- 
dict and his own consciousness tell another 
tale. Apart from accident, he does not ex- 
pect to die—yet awhile. But here is an 
event which takes no account of physical 
symptoms or the liability to accident. It is 
itself the supreme accident—the bolt out of 
the blue. “For in such an hour as ye think 
not, the Son of man cometh.” 


IT IS NOT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT 


It is not “the end of the world.” The 
world will go on, after the church has been 
taken. But the world will go on to “the 
Great Tribulation” which lies on the other 
side of the coming of the Lord for His peo- 
ple. Remember His word:—“One shall be 
taken and the other left.” And woe to those 
who are left! The removal of the church 
will be the removal of the breakwater which 
now keeps back the flood of lawlessness. 
That flood is not kept back altogether: it 
forces its way even now through many 
openings. But when the breakwater has 


gone! Here is what the Word of God says 


on the subject: “The mystery of lawless- 
ness doth already work: only there is one 
that restraineth now; until he be taken out 
of the way. And then shall be revealed 
the lawless One whom the Lord shall con- 
sume with the breath of his mouth and 
bring to naught by the brightness of his 
coming.” (2 Thes. 2:7, 8) 


WHO WILL BE TAKEN? 


Here again we have the answer in one 
word—out of so many—and it is the word 
of the Lord Jesus Himself. “I will come 
again and receive (take) you unto myself, 
that where I am there ye may be also.” 
(John 14:3) Who are the “you?” His 
disciples. And who are they? Let each 
heart answer that question by the test of 
the Word of God. A disciple is one who 
has come to Christ in penitence and faith 
and by that door has entered the School of 
Christ. A disciple is one who, accepting 
the Lord Jesus as a personal Savior and 
yielding heart and life to Him as Lord and 
Master, has become a living member of that 
mystical Body of Christ which He will take 
to Himself when He comes. None but be- 
lievers saw Him after His resurrection; and 
probably none but believers will see Him 
when He comes to take His disciples away. 
(It is true that it says in Rev. 1: 7, “Every 
eye shall see him;” but that will be when 
He comes “with his saints,” not for them.) 
But they will go; and the world will know 
that they are gone. And in the act of go- 
ing they will join another company; “for 
the dead in Christ will rise first; then, we 
who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air; and so shall we be ever 
with the Lord.” (1 Thes. 4:16, 17) To 
compare great things with small; it will be 
like two trains uniting at a junction and 
moving on and up as one train. 


THOSE TAKEN WILL BE “MISSING” 


Let another pen, that of Rev. R. Middle- 
ton, describe what will take place: 


Take a walk down into the city. Why 
are so many people looking about them. 
half vacant, half scared? They all seem as 
if they had lost something or some one. 
Presently a lady whom you know comes up 
to you and says in a half bewildered tone, 
“Have you seen my husband?” “No, why? 
Have you lost him?” “Yes, we were walk- 
ing together a few minutes since, when sud- 
denly he disappeared, I don’t know where 
he is. I heard several strange noises, half 
like thunder, and as I was rather fright- 
ened, I looked up at the sky, and then said, 
‘Why, William, dear, what was that?’ and 
I turned to him, but he was not there. Do 
tell me where he is!” 

As you go further into the city. You 
find hundreds of distracted people. Each 
one has mysteriously and suddenly lost a 
relative or friend. No one has seen them 
go. No one knows where they are. They 
are simply missing. 

Without previous warning those left be- 
hind will find that Christ has suddenly 
called away the salt of the earth; His loved 
ones redeemed by His blood to be with Him 
for ever. Families will be separated, wives 
will bewail the sudden disappearance of 
their husbands, husbands will bemoan the 
loss of their wives. Parents will search in 
vain with terror-stricken faces for their 
children. 

Society will be unhinged. The balls an- 
nounced will not take place. People will 


say they cannot, dare not dance. Theaters 
will be deserted. An awful sense of terror, 
and foreboding awe will seem to pervade 
everybody and everything. 


THIS IS NOT A FICTITIOUS PICTURE 


except in so far as it falls immeasurably 
short of what the dread reality will be. It 
is remarkable that in speaking of His return 
the Lord Jesus likens it to the deliverance 
of Noah from the Deluge and of Lot from 
the destruction of Sodom. (Luke 17: 26-36) 
Those awful catastrophes form the back- 
ground of the picture. And if any one com- 
plains of the picture being too frightful, 
and if any one charges us with trying to 
frighten people, the complaint and the 
charge must be referred to the Divine Ar- 
tist by whom the picture is drawn in such 
lurid colors in the passage quoted. 

To Christian believers the words come, 
“Watch and pray.” Be sober, be vigilant. Be 
ready. Make your calling and election sure. 
The Bible says that it is “to them that look 
for Him that He will appear the second 
time.” (Heb. 9:28) “To them that love 
his appearing.” (2 Tim. 4:8) Are you 
looking for Him? Do you love the thought 
of His appearing? Remember it is possible 
that even Christians—if they are not ready 
—may be left behind to go through the 
Great Tribulation—or part of it. 

But what must it be for those who have 
not been united by living faith to the Lord 
Jesus Christ? No other link than that can 
secure their being taken and saved out of 
the wreck. No church connection will suf- 
fice.. No orthodox creed will be enough if 
not vitalized by heart belief and evidenced 
by Christian conduct. No morality, no good 
works, apart from a personal interest in the 
Savior. These will all drop off like dead 
leaves. The one and only coupler that will 
ensure our being taken when the train of 
the glorified moves off is living faith in the 


Lord Jesus. Once when I was going by a ° 


railway train I took my seat in the last 
carriage; and, after waiting for some time, 
I looked out and found that the train was 
gone! I had gotten into a carriage that was 
not linked on—and I was left. ARE YOU 
LINKED ON?—Selected. 


WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT? 

We read in our church paper of the great 
scarcity of ministers. 

Why is it so? 

There are two reasons why: 

First. From a financial standpoint 
“There is nothing in it.” 

Second. Ministers write to church offi- 
cials enclosing stamp for reply and the re- 
ply never “shows up.” 

They get tired of it. 

I know what I am talking about. 

Why are not church officials honest 
enough to answer these? 

ONE WHO WANTS TO KNow. 


If we really love our Lord He will not 
leave us without daily opportunities to serve 
Him, but we must be content that it shall 
be in His way instead of insisting upon our 
own.—E xchange. 
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GIVING THE PRISONERS LIBERTY 


By Rev. Chas. H. Spurgeon 


Part Two 
Lord looseth the prisoners.’’—Ps. 


A QUEER FACT 


What struck me most was, that the pris- 
oners who were touched with the finger of 
delivering love were frequently the worst of 
the whole crew. I marked one who had 
blasphemed, but the divine hand touched 
him, and he went weeping out of the gate. 
I saw another who had often scoffed the 
loudest when he had seen others led away, 
but he went out as 
quietly as a lamb. I 
observed some, whom 
I thought to be the 
least depraved of them 
all, but they were left, 
and oftentimes the 
blackest sinners of the 
whole company were 
first taken, and I re- 
member that I had 
somewhere in an old 
book read these words 
—“The publicans and the harlots enter into 
the kingdom of God before you.” As I 
gazed intently, I saw some of those men who 
had once been prisoners come back again 
into the prison—not in the same dress which 
they had worn before, but arrayed in white 
robes, looking like new creatures. They be- 
gan to talk with their fellow prisoners; and, 
oh! how sweetly did they speak! They told 
them there was liberty to be had; that yon- 
der door would open, and that they might 
escape. They pleaded with their fellow men, 
even unto tears. I saw them sit down and 
talk with them till they wept upon their 
necks, urging them to escape, pleading as 
though it were their own life that was at 
stake. 


“The 146: 7. 





C. H. SPURGEON 


THESE SLAVES OF SIN 


At first I hoped within myself that all 
the. company of prisoners would rise and 
cry, “Let us be free.” But no; the more 
these men pleaded the harder the others 
seemed to grow, and, indeed, I found it so 
when I sought myself to be an ambassador 
to these slaves of sin. Wherever the finger 
of the shining one was felt our pleadings 
easily prevailed; but save and except in 
those who were thus touched by the heaven- 
ly messenger all our exhortations fell upon 
deaf ears, and we left that den of iniquity 
crying, “Who hath believed our report, and 
to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?” 
Then I was cast into a muse, as I considered 
what a marvel of mercy it was that I my- 
self should be free; for well do I remem- 
ber when I spurned every invitation of love; 
when I hugged my chains, dreamed my pri- 
son garb to be a royal robe, and took the 
meals of the prison, called the pleasures of 
sin, and relished them as sweet, yea, dainty 
morsels, fit for princes. How it came to 
pass that sovereign grace should have set 
me free I cannot tell; only this I know, I 
will sing forever, while I live and when I 
die, that “The Lord looseth the prisoners.” 
Our gracious God knoweth how to bring us 
up out from among the captives of sin, set 
our feet in the way of righteousness and lib- 
erty, and make us His people, and keep us 


so forever. Alas! how many have I now be- 
fore me who are prisoners in this common 
prison? 
PERFECTLY FREE + 

I asked the guide where those were 
led who were released from the common 
ward. He told me that they were taken 
away to be free, perfectly free; but that be- 
fore their complete goal deliverance it was 
necessary that they should visit a house of 
detention which he would show me. He led 
me thither. It was called the solitary cell. 
I had heard much of the solitary system, 
and I wished to look inside this cell, suppos- 
ing that it would be a dreadful place. Over 
the door was written this word—“Peni- 
tence,” and when I opened it I found it so 
clean and white, and withal so sweet and 
full of light, that I said this place was 
fitter to be a house of prayer than a prison, 
and my guide told me that indeed so it was 
originally intended, and that nothing but 
that iron door of unbelief which the prison- 
ers would persist in shutting fast made it 
a prison at all. When once that door was 
open the place became so dear an oratory, 
that those who were once prisoners therein 
were wont to come back to the cell of their 
own accord, and begged leave to use it, not 
at a prison, but as a closet for prayer all 
their lives long. He even told me that one 
was heard to say when he was dying, that 
his only regret in dying was, that in heaven 
there would be no cell of penitence. Here 
David wrote seven of his sweetest Psalms; 
Peter also wept bitterly here; and the wom- 
an who was a sinner here washed the feet 
of her Lord. But this time I was regard- 
ing it as a prison, and I perceived that the 
person in the cell did so consider it. I found 
that every prisoner in this cell must be 
there alone. He had been accustomed to 
mix with the crowd, and find his comfort in 
the belief that he was a Christian because 
born in a Christian nation; but he learned 
that he must be saved alone if saved at all. 
He had been accustomed aforetime to go up 
to the house of God in company, and thought 
that going there was enough; but now every 
sermon seemed to be aimed at him, and 
every threatening smote his conscience. 


THE SPIRIT OF GRACE 

I remembered to have read a passage in 
the same old book I quoted just now—“I 
will pour out upon the house of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spir- 
it of grace and of supplications: and they 
shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him, as one mourn- 
eth for his only son, and shall be in bitter- 
ness for him, as one that is in bitterness for 
his first-born. And the land shall mourn, 
every family apart; the family of the house 
of David apart, and their wives apart; the 
family of Shimei apart, and their wives 
apart; all the families that remain, every 
family apart, and their wives apart.” I no- 
ticed that the penitent, while thus alone and 
apart in his cell, sighed and groaned full 
oft, and now and then mingled with his pen- 
itential utterances some words of unbelief. 
Alas! were it not for these, that heavy door 
would long ago have been taken from its 
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hinges. "Twas unbelief that shut the prison- 
ers in, and if unbelief had been removed 
from this cell I say it had been an oratory 
for heaven, and not a place for disconsolate 
mourning and lamentation. As the prison- 
er wept for the past, he prophesied for the 
future, and groaned that he should never 
come out of this confinement, because sin 
had ruined him utterly, and destroyed his 
soul eternally. How foolish his fears were 
all men might see, for as I looked round 
upon this clean and white cell, I saw that 
the door had a knocker inside, and that if 
the man had but the courage to lift it there 
was a shining one standing ready outside 
who would open the door at once; yea, more, 
I perceived that there was a secret spring 
called faith, and if the man could but touch 
it, though it were but with a trembling fin- 
ger, it would make the door fly open. Then 
I noticed that this door had on the lintel and 
on the two side posts thereof the marks of 
blood, and any man who looked on that 
blood, or lifted that knocker, or touched that 
spring, found the door of unbelief fly open, 
and he came out from the cell of his soli- 
tary penitence to rejoice in the Lord who 
had put away his sin, and cleansed him for 
ever from all iniquity. So I spoke to this 
penitent and bade him trust in the blood, 
and it may be that through my words the 
Lord afterwards loosed the prisoner; but 
this I learned, that no words of mine alone 
could do it, for in this case, even where re- 
pentance was mingled with but a little un- 
belief, ’tis the Lord, the Lord alone, who 
can loose the prisoners. 
(To be continued) 





ARE WE NOT LIVING IN PERILOUS 
TIMES? 


Paul says that in the latter days peri- 
lous times will come. Are they not here? 
The whole world is confused—not knowing 
what will come next. Is not the time here 
that the churches ought to be in union, 
following their King, as they ought to be? 
We will notice Christ’s prayer in St. John 
17, that He prayed for His disciples that 
they may be one, as He and His Father are 
one. Then He says not for them alone do 
I pray, but for those that believe on me, 
through their word, that the world might 
know that thou hast sent me. Are we be- 
lieving on Christ as did the disciples? This 
would be union, would it not? This union 
will come to pass as we believe that God 
will answer Christ’s prayer in His own 
good time. Could we but think that time is 
drawing near, that Christ will come and 
set up His Kingdom? Then there will be 
no wars, nor kaisers. Then it won’t be as 
you or I say, but as He has said. 

Geo. W. MELLOTT. 


“In prayer it is the heart, rather than the 
words, which God answers. Remember that 
in the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus prayed 
the same words more than once.” 


“If one wishes to reap a harvest of love 
from those around him, he must remember 
to plant the right kind of seeds. Selfish 
seeds do not grow love, or make the sower 
lovable.” 
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NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 


——The Germans made another deter- 
mined attack on the British position on 
Welsn ridge, in the Cambrai sector recent- 
ly and succeeded in capturing a portion of 
the trenches. A heavy British counter at- 
tack drove them back again, according to 
the report from Field Marshal Haig’s head- 
quarters. 

Swiss troops on duty on the shores of 
Lake Geneva recently fired upon the newly 
launched German steamer, Kaiser Wilhelm, 
which entered Swiss territorial waters. The 
vessel was pierced in many places by rifle 
fire and withdrew rapidly. No lives were 
lost. The incident is regarded as marking 
Switzerland’s determination of protecting 
her neutrality. 

The Argentine transport Pimento, 
understood to have on board members of an 
economic mission to the United States from 
Argentina, was driven ashore off the Atlan- 
tic coast during a storm recently. Every- 
body on board was taken off safely in a 
breeches buoy by life guards. A fifty-mile 
gale was driving a heavy fall of snow when 
the ship lost her course. 


Army officers at Camp Funston con- 
firmed a report that a cablegram was re- 
ceived saying that Major General Wood, 
commander of the eighty-ninth division at 
Camp Funston, had arrived safely in 
France. General Wood and his chief of 
staff, Lieutenant Colonel C. E. Kilbourne, 
have gone ahead to study war problems at 
first hand, as is to be done by commanding 
officers of each division. 

According to an Amsterdam dispatch, 
Dr. Richard von Kuehlmann, the German 
foreign secretary, is expected to reach Ber- 
lin on his return from the peace negotia- 
tions. He is to be received by the emperor, 
and after that probably will visit Field 
Marshal von Hindenburg’s headquarters. 
The Pan-German papers, says this dispatch, 
invite their readers to hiss von Kuehlmann 
when he arrives in Berlin for “betraying 
the German army.” 

















Government purchase and sale to con- 
sumers of all sugar used in the United 
States and control of the amounts and kinds 
of food to be served in public eating places 
were advocated to meet the abnormal war 
condition by Food Administrator Hoover in 
testimony before the Senate Committee in- 
vestigating sugar. He said additional legis- 
lation conferring upon the food adminis- 
tration such powers should be enacted by 
Congress. 

In addition to the aerial activity re- 
ported from the Italian front, British air- 
men have been active in France over some 
of the territory occupied by the Germans. 
The British headquarters report of recent 
date said that thirteen hostile airplanes had 
been accounted for, eleven of which were 
shot down and two others driven down out 
of control. The British lost three machines 
in these aerial combats and of the German 
airplanes destroyed, the British land guns 
brought down four. 

——tThe chances of a separate peace be- 
tween Russia and the central powers being 
effected seemed remote because of what are 
regarded as Germany’s unreasonable de- 
mands. Leon Trotzky, the Bolsheviki for- 





eign minister, and his associates, take the 
stand that the Baltic provinces are in reality 
under military pressure while they continue 
to be occupied by Germany, and that their 
votes with respect to peace must be ignored, 
as now these provinces are virtually Ger- 
man dependencies, the loyal Russians hav- 
ing fled. 

Eighty per cent. of Guatemala City 
was demolished by earthquakes which be- 
gan December 26 and continued two days. 
Forty deaths had been officially reported and 
thousands were homeless. Martial law had 
been established and good order prevailed. 
The Americain legation building was dam- 
aged and the consulate destroyed, but Amer- 
ican and other foreign diplomats were safe. 
The legation was crowded with refugees. 
A message of condolence was sent by Pres- 
ident Wilson to Estrada Cebrera, president 
of Guatemala. 


Discovery of the most extensive de- 
posit of anthracite ever found on the main 
island of Japan is announced. It extends 
for more than eighteen miles along moun- 
tain ranges and as it is near the naval base 
at Maizuru and in close proximity to the 
railway the discovery is regarded as of 
great importance. Almost at the same time 
an extensive tungsten mine was discovered 
near Niigata prefecture. Those discoveries 
are attracting wide interest at this time, 
when Japan is planning to build up an in- 
dependent position in all mineral products. 
Dishonorable discharges from the 
army, which many officers claim have been 
seized upon by slackers and objectors as the 
vehicle of escape from military service, will 
no longer provide such an opportunity under 
an order issued by Secretary Baker. For sev- 
eral weeks the army has been losing men at 
the rate of 100 to 200 a day. They chose 
to commit offenses which lead to their dis- 
honorable discharge. In the future, Secre- 
tary Baker ordered such men will get terms 
of imprisonment with their discharges, and 
whenever possible some other form of sent- 
ence will be used. 


The British have made another con- 
siderable advance in the neighborhood of 
Jerusalem. The Turks have been beaten 
back on a front of thirteen miles. General 
Allenby reports that his troops continued to 
drive back the enemy and advance their line 
to a depth of about two miles on a front of 
thirteen miles. The advance has given the 
British the grounds of Ras Arkub and E. 
S. Suffa, four miles from Jerusalem and 
one mile north of Jericho road, Inataerran 
and Kulundia, the last two respectively east 
and west of the Naballa road and five or 
six miles north of Jerusalem. 


Retail food prices in Vienna average 
211 per cent. higher than in July, 1914. The 
heaviest increase occurred in fatty foods, 
lard being 636 per cent., bacon and marga- 
rine each 500, and butter 465 per cent. dear- 
er. The smallest advances occurred in 
sugar and rye bread, which are thirty-seven 
and sixty-eight per cent. dearer respectively. 
The first batch of Porto Rico war 
workers recruited for service in the United 
States will be dispatched soon on a trans- 
port that will call at San Juan on her way 
homeward from other work. There will be 




















500 picked men in the party. More men 
could be supplied at once, but transporta- 
tion cannot be furnished for more. 

When the New York legislature 
meets soon after the new year, one of the 
first measures proposed for consideration 
will be a renewal of the attempt to obtain 
state control over Niagara Falls and a 
greater utilization of its water for power 
purposes. The scarcity of coal and the en- 
forced closing of many industrial plants 
brings to the front the necessity of utilizing 
water power to far greater degree than at 
present in place of coal. If all Niagara’s 
water were diverted into power making at 
the highest utilization it would generate 
7,680,000 horsepower, and would save the 
use of 46,000,000 tons of coal per year, 
which is more than New York uses. 

The two-seater aeroplane on which 
the Italian aviator, Captain Laureati, re- 
cently made his non-stop flight from Turin 
to London, has been presented by the Italian 
Government to Lord Cowdray, who received 
it on behalf of the British Government. The 
presentation was made at an aerodome near 
London, in the presence of a distinguished 
gathering. In presenting the aeroplane, 
the Italian ambassador said that the Italian 
airman, who had flown without touching the 
earth from Turin to London on an Italian 
machine, had marked the beginning of a 
new relationship between Italy and Great 
Britain. It revealed the possibilities of di- 
rect communication across space between 
two nations which had long been traditional 
friends. 

The machinery of the American Red 
Cross has been set in motion to relieve the 
earthquake sufferers of Guatemala City. In 
response to an appeal for aid from Alfred 
Clarke, chairman in the Red Cross chapter 
at Guatemala City, a preliminary appro- 
priation of $10,000 has been authorized for 
the purchase of relief supplies. Materials 
for temporary shelters are being assembled, 
but mildness of the climate in the devastated 
region minimizes fears of suffering likely 
to be caused by exposure. As soon as news 
of the first quake reached Washington, the 
Red Cross cabled an offer of assistance to 
the president of the republic. The Ameri- 
can minister also was asked to organize a 
committee of relief workers among the 
American residents. 

Vihjalmur Stefanssen, the Artic ex- 
plorer, who had not been heard from since 
1916, has arrived, with his party, at Fort 
Yukon, Alaska. Stefanssen set out to dis- 
cover new land near Beaufort Sea. Near 
Point Barrow, Alaska, the vessel was ice- 
bound; the explorer and a small party set 
out on foot. While he and his party were 
gone, eight of the remaining men lost their 
lives. Nine others made their escape. De- 
spite the disaster Stefanssen continued his 
work, journeying on foot over ice to un- 
known parts of the Beaufort Sea. After 
extensive expeditions he returned to prince 
Patrick Island in 1915, but with Kellett as 
his base he went on with his researches 
within the Arctic Circle through the year 
1916. Word has just been received by the 
navy department of his return. He was 
under contract with the Canadian Govern- 
ment. 
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SOME MORE SIGNS OF 
THE TIMES 


If the offerings yet to 
come are not larger than 
the ones received the 
Convention will face a 


deficit in October, 1918. 


ows BER 





TO THE UNKNOWN GIVER, THANKS 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Enclosed: please find $1.00 as my “bit” to 
help along the good work of The American 
Christian Convention. 


THE SECRETARY SAYS: 


9¥-The report of the month’s remittances 
will appear next week. The imperative 
duties connected with the completion of 
The Christian Annual makes the delay 
a necessity. 





9 The Christian Annual will soon be ready 
for the mail and will, in the opinion of 
the writer, be the best yet. A pastor or 
church officer without a Christian An- 
nual is like a soldier going to battle with- 
out arms or ammunition. 





9¥-The delay in the completion of the book 
this year was unavoidable. We had the 
usual delays in getting some conference 
reports, but this would not have delayed 
the work. One of the linotype men was 
ill for a while and other conditions of 
service caused the work to linger. Order 
now of The Christian Publishing Asso- 
ciation and you will get the worth of 
your money. 





9 Every pastor should see that the church 
clerk has a copy of The Christian An- 
nual. This is a part of his pastoral duty, 
and if he believes in efficiency he will 
not overlook it. Almost every day I 
answer questions asked by preachers and 
church clerks which are answered in The 
Annual every year. I am sending out an 
Annual to-day, that one may know, what 

that one might have known, two years 

ago, and should have known, too. 
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9 There is one article in The Christian An- 
nual this year worth many times the 
price of the book. It is an article on the 
War by Doctor Powers. It gives dates 
and names so fully and so accurately 
that one may know much about the war 
with but little reading. I have not seen 
anywhere a more comprehensive article, 
nor one that gives so much information 
in so short a space. Should you not care 
for any other part of the publication, 
it will pay you to buy the book for this 
one article. 





#* The book contains the names of nearly a 
thousand soldiers who have gone out 
from our churches to the great war. In 
the years to come such a list will be in- 
valuable. Many of these boys may never 
come back to us, and to have their names 
recorded in the same book, and to know 
that some of us had something to do with 
their early religious education, will be 
a source of great comfort to us. The 
edition this year will be limited, and 
there is a possibility of the edition being 
taken quite rapidly. Once the value of 
the book is known, the sales will be 
rapid. You had better order to-day. 


A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION 

If through all this good year I should live 
and keep well, 

The Good News of His Grace I’ll most 

earnestly tell; 

I'll rejoice with the glad, and I’ll weep with 
the sad, 

I’ll encourage the good and I’ll discourage 
the bad; 

I’ll talk up owr papers and our books try to 
sell, 

And from the Law of His love I'll never 
rebell; 

From the good Book of books I shall seek 
for the way, 

And to the best of my strength keep the 
dear Sabbath Day; 

I’ll respond to all calls where duty shall 


lead, 

And shall not turn from my door the neigh- 
bor in need; 

I'll be kind to the poor and I'll visit the 
sick, 

I'll not curse the rich nor wield a “Big 
Stick.” 

My home I'll protect with all my heart’s 
love, 

Being thankful to God for the home from 
above; 


I’ll have some fun with the boys, and keep 
smiling all day, 
And gloom and despair I shall drive far 


away; 

I shall tell a few stories, and I’ll laugh and 
I'll joke, 

But I’li not boast of my goodness through 
the fun I may poke. 


REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 
Dayten, Ohio 





With men I'll live peaceably without doubt 
or contention, 

Except with the ones who neglect the collec- 
tion; 

For, to such preachers as fail this law to 
fulfil, 

May look for the coming of the great Kaiser 
Bill. 

JEDEKIAH. 
New Year’s Morning, 1918. 


THE CONVENTION OFFERING 


I know the weather conditions have been 
unfavorable, and I know something of the 
high cost of living, and I know something of 
the unusual demands upon purse and serv- 
ice, but I know that our ministers will not 
allow our cause to suffer. The men who are 
doing the work of the Church to-day are 
not of that temper. They know that this 
is Convention year, and that unusual ex- 
pense must be met; they know that reports 
are to be printed; that programs are to 
be prepared and mailed; that information 
must be sent to conferences and delegates to 
the Convention, and a thousand and one 
other things done which cost money; much 
more money than ever before; and they 
know that the only way to provide for all 
these added expenses is through the Conven- 
tion offering, and I know that they will not 
fail in the task. Our people have the money, 
and they are interested and will give of 
their money when they know the why and 
the what of the matter, and our preachers 
will tell them why they are asked to give, 
and will tell them for what their money 
goes when it is given. 





It should be remembered that all our 
preachers do not take THE HERALD oF Gos- 
PEL LIBERTY, and that some who do take it 
may not see the appeals in this department, 
so that the needs for this larger offering 
will not be known to all, and hence the num- 
ber of preachers upon whose hearts the bur- 
den of this offering must fall is small, com- 
pared with what it should be. But that 
small number are of the heroic type and the 
offering will not fail. 





It would not be difficult for the amount 
needed to be raised if each preacher would 
set himself to do it. Not counting the min- 
isters of the Southern Christian Convention 
who do more than what is about to be sug- 
gested, we have about a thousand preachers 
enrolled on our lists. Now, if each preach- 
er would set himself to raise $5.00, the 
amount would be quickly and fully raised. 
This amount is small compared with the 
opportunity and ability of our ministers and 
churches. Some have already raised and 
remitted much more than that amount, and 
they have no better opportunity, and no 
more financial ability to draw from than 


i 
i 
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those who are yet to take the offering. To 
merely say the Convention offering will now 
be taken is not enough. It is unfair to the 
congregation, as well as unfair to the Con- 
vention. Make adequate preparation; pass 
the literature; distribute the envelopes; in- 
form the congregation for what purpose 
their money goes; and the amount will be 
forthcoming. 


Owing to not having coal, the Concord 
church has hot been able to hold service for 
several weeks. The pastor, Rev. Doctor 
Powers, has not neglected the work, and 
especially he has not neglected the Conven- 
tion offering. He wrote letters to all his 
members, enclosing Convention literature 
and collection envelopes, and will call at the 
homes of his people and collect them. I 
am looking for the largest offering from 
that church that it has ever yet made. 
Some preachers would have regarded the 
absence of service a sufficient reason for 
neglecting the work, but not so with Doctor 
Powers, for he regarded it as an opportu- 
nity and an obligation such as he would not 
have had had the people been permitted to 
come together on the Sabbath Day. And in 
that he was right. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Blon College, N. Cc. 








Lesson for January 20, 1918 


JESUS AT WORK 
Mark 1: 21-34 


Time—A. D. 28. Second year of Jesus’ 
ministry. 

Place—Capernaum and throughout Gali- 
lee. 

Golden Text—We must work the works of 
him that sent me, while it is day.—John 
9: 4, 

Material for Teachers—Matt. 
Luke 4: 16-22, 31-44. 

Primary Memory Verse—And he healed 
many that were sick.—Mark 1: 34. 

Junior Memory Verse—Matt. 4: 23. 

Intermediate Topic—The Power and Sym- 
pathy of Jesus. 

Memory Verse—Gal. 6: 2. 

Senior and Adult Topic—Jesus Meeting 
Human Needs. 

Additional Material—Matt. 9: 35-38; 11: 
28-30; Luke 8: 1-3. 


4; 23-25; 


Daily Readings 

Monday, January 14—Jesus at Work in 
Capernaum. Mark 1: 21-34, 

Tuesday, January 15—Jesus at Work in 
Other Towns. Mark 1: 35-45. 

Wednesday, January 16—Jesus Going 
About Doing Good. Acts 10: 34-43. 

Thursday, January 17—Jesus Anointed 
to Heal and Save. Luke 4: 14-22. 

Friday, January 18—Jesus Healing a 
Leper. Luke 5: 12-16. 

Saturday, January 19—Jesus 
Rest. Matt. 11: 25-30. 

Sunday, January 20—Gratitude for His 
Benefits. Ps. 108: 1-13. 


Giving 
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Comments 


I. JESUS IN THE SYNAGOGUE. V. 21. 

They go into Capernaum—Jesus and His 
four recently selected disciples entered into 
this city from which they would extend 
their work throughout Galilee. This city 
was the home of Peter and Andrew. Jesus 
made His home here after he left Nazareth. 
Straightway means instant action on the 
part of Jesus. On the sabbath—tThe first 
Sabbath after the calling of the first dis- 
ciples to give them their first instruction in 
“fishing for men.” The synagogue—The 
meeting-places of the Jews. The synagogue 
was founded during the captivity, after 
which they were built in all the cities 
throughout Palestine and Galilee. It was a 
custom of the Jews to attend these meeting- 
places for divine service. And taught— 
This was the Jewish school as well as 
church. After the opening of the service 
by reading the Scriptures and prayer, it was 
the custom to call upon some one to com- 
ment on the Scripture read. If Jesus was 
not definitely called upon to speak, the in- 
vitation was so general that He was not 
violating any rule or custom to speak. Dur- 
ing His ministry Jesus spoke in many syn- 
agogues and it was Paul’s usual custom to 
begin his work in a city at the synagogue. 

II. THE DOCTRINE AND POWER OF JESUS. 
Vs. 22-26. 

And they were astonished at his teaching 
—Because His teachings were practical, 
reasonable, and the expression of a genuine 
experience and quickened conscience. Jesus 
always dealt with the vital problems of hu- 
man needs and helped to satisfy such needs 
and solve such problems in a practical man- 
ner and the people were astonished because 
this teaching was superior to what was 
usually taught by the rabbis. As having 
authority—The authority of spiritual per- 
sonality, which resulted from genuine ex- 
perience of the spiritual life. When people 
speak out of a rich experience there is no 
doubt about their conviction and others are 
concerned when they listen to teachings that 
spring from the life. Not as the scribes— 
They taught not by their own initiative, but 
traditions that were stripped away from 
genuine, vital religion. Formalism, tradi- 
tionalism, and ceremonialism will never con- 
vince the world as the expression of reality, 
whether concerning religion or education. 
Jesus taught the forceful, living, vital truth 
of God, convincing men of sin, righteous- 
ness, and judgment. He who lives the truth 
transmutes the truth into life and char- 
acter, is prepared to speak the truth with 
authority. 

A man with an unclean spirit—It was not 
unusual for the disciples to refer to men as 
having unclean spirits, meaning to be in the 
possession of such evil spirits, having com- 
plete control of them. Modern psychology 
teaches us concerning double and triple per- 
sonalities about sudden changes under se- 
vere emotional shocks being made and the 
lives of individuals thereafter being com- 
pletely changed with new hearts, new modes 
of thinking, and completely changed conduct 
resulting in a complete revolution and refor- 
mation in the life. Such evil psychic con- 


dition was considered being possessed of 
evil spirits and many modern examples 
might be cited to prove that the day of evil 
spirits has not passed nor the need of a 
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Savior to free men from such sins and de- 
lusions ceased to exist. 

What have we to do with thee?—What is 
there in common between us? Christ is 
sinless; the evil spirits were wicked and 
there was no compatibility between them 
and Christ. As light and darkness cannot 
exist together, so Christ and evil are con- 
trary the one to the other. Christ would 
save the man by freeing him from sin. Art 
thou come to destroy us?—This was an ac- 
knowledgment of the divinity of Christ and 
His mission. He was to destroy Satan and 
all his hosts. The Holy One of God—Even 
the evil spirits recognized His Holy nature 
and origin and the professed Christian can- 
not afford to do less to honor Him than the 
evil spirits and be true to Him. It seems 
that the disciples had not yet recognized 
Him as the Son of God. Christ came to 
heal body as well as spirit, and the man 
had no reason to fear Him, and he was pre- 
pared to recognize Him as the only begotten 
Son of God, the anointed Christ to effect 
the redemption of man from sin. 

And Jesus rebuked him—Jesus did not 
need the testimony of evil spirits as the 
Church does not need worldly-minded men 
to direct the affairs of the Kingdom. The 
Pharisees, who were possessed with such a 
wicked spirit, were equally rebuked by Jesus 
when He silenced the wicked spirits which 
would speak of His holiness. Hold thy 
peace—Christ wants no testimony from 
those who do not live the truth. Even the 
utterance of truth by the lips when the life 
does not live it makes truth false and is an 
abomination in the sight of Christ. Come 
out of him—Christ addressed the live spirit 
as a distinct personality and bade him come 
out. Christ as head of humanity not only 
knows man, but has authority to command 
evil spirits to depart from him and set the 
captive free from the bondage of such evil 
powers. Tearing him—Throwing him to the 
ground and causing terrible convulsions, in- 
flicting all the pain and suffering possible 
before leaving him, and bowing to the Son 
of God whom he must obey. An evil dis- 
position will do all the evil possible. 


III. THE FAME OF JESUS. Vs. 27, 28. 

What is this?—Those who looked on were 
in amazement at the wonderful power of 
Jesus to expel devils. No other teacher had 
shown such wonderful power and authority. 
The ministry of Jesus was one of mercy and 
love, and manifest in the light of day and 
witnessed by many who could testify as to 
His truth. It is not steange that the peo- 
ple were astonished at His mighty and won- 
derful works among men as He adminis- 
tered such mercy, and no wonder that they 
admired Him and followed Him in great 
multitudes. 

The report of him went out, ete——The 
news spread and His wonderful works were 
soon known far and wide among the people. 
The people to-day should publish the won- 
derful things that God through Jesus Christ 
does for them and our religious papers and 
journals should be read eagerly as the peo- 
ple were eager to hear the wonderful things 
concerning Him and His mighty works 
among men. 

IV. Jesus IN SIMON’s House. Vs. 29-31. 

Straightway—He was eager about His 
Father’s business. Mark records the stren- 
uous life of action. The day’s work was not 
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done. Christ finds new opportunity to serve. 
Social service is His ideal Christian life. 
Suffering appeals to Him, and it is His joy 
to release all forms of suffering. House of 
Simon and Andrew—These brothers now 
lived in Capernaum, they formerly lived at 
Bethsaida. 

Sick of a fever—Peter had respect for 
his mother-in-law. She shared the protec- 
tion of his home. Jesus was told of her 
sickness, which was possibly malarial fever. 
Luke describes it as a great fever. 

Took her by the hand—In tender sympa- 
thy and with healing touch He took her by 
the hand. The fever left her—The Great 
Physician could heal her at once and restore 
her to perfect health, so that she was able 
to minister to them at once. Grateful love 
delights to sacrifice and serve in order to 
express gratitude for favors rendered in 
time of need. 

V. Jesus HEALS MANY PEOPLE. Vs. 32-34. 


When the sun set—Those who were strict 
in observing the letter of the law would wait 
until the close of the Sabbath before taking 
up their burdens. They brought unto him 
—tThey had learned of His power, and read- 
iness to heal, and the news of His presence 
had spread rapidly and those with sick 
friends hastened to Him with them. Pos- 
sessed with devils—The expulsion of the un- 
clean spirit encouraged others to believe that 
Jesus could drive out demons. Jesus is still 
able to drive out demons and we should 
bring to Him those who are under the de- 
moniacal spirit. All the city—A strong ex- 
pression to mean a very large number of the 
inhabitants. 

Healed many—Jesus always heals all who 
come to Him in faith—heals them of all 
spiritual diseases and we may approach 
Him in perfect faith and assurance. Cast 
out many demons—Jesus is the great Heal- 
er, the magnanimous Emancipator, the un- 
failing Liberator, and all who approach Him 
with the right spirit of faith, identifying 
themselves with the will and purpose of 
Jesus Christ the Son and God the Father, 
shall be healed, liberated, and set free from 
all disease and bondage that enthrall man- 
kind in body or spirit. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


Ww. A. Harper, LL. D. - Seeretary 
Elen Cellege, N. C. 





Topic for January 20, 1918 


REACHING OUTWARD 
Gal. 6: 1-10 


The Scripture :— 


Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 
which are spiritual restore such an one in the spirit 
of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be 
tempted. Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so ful- 
fil the law of Christ. For if a man think himself to 
be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth him- 
self. But let every man prove his own work, and 
then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not 
in another. For every man shall bear his own bur- 
den. Let him that is taught in the word communi- 
eate unto him that teacheth in all good things. Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that 
soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption ; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary in 
well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us 
do good unto all men, especially unto them who are 
of the household of faith. 


The Leader :—Last week we had as our 
topic, Reaching Upward, and now it is 


Reaching Outward. That is the divine way, 
God’s way. We cannot reach out till we 
have reached up. We must first get right 
with God before we can truly serve our 
brother men. But when we have reached uv 
and laid hold on Him, how wide our out- 
reach becomes, and how pleasant the obliga- 
tions it imposes! Let us contemplate the 
privileges of our Out-reach at this time. 
Who will be the first to speak? 


Topics for Brief Essays or Addresses :— 
Opportunities for Service; Helping the 
Poor; Ministering to the Aged and Infirm; 
Directing the Play-life of the Young; Visit- 
ing the Sick; The Ministry of Flowers; Of 
Kind Words; Of Unselfish Deeds; Sending 
the Gospel to the Whole World; Christianiz- 
ing the Social Order; The Opportunities 
Offered Us by the War. . 

Questions for Meditation and Answer in 
Meeting :—Can we reach out effectively till 
we have reached up to God? Why? Was 
it necessary for Christ to pray in the moun- 
tain after a hard day’s work in order to be 
able to help people the next day? Why? 
What does this teach us about the source of 
our own spiritual power? What are some 
of the duties, privileges also, that challenge 
us as young Christians? Is our society do- 
ing its duty? How do we know? How can 
it be remedied? What is my duty in this 
matter? Am I prepared to do it? How 
can I get prepared? Will I make the prep- 
aration? 


NOTES 


Another C. E. Expert—Mrs. J. A. Mister, 
210 Dry Street, Berkley, Va. Rev. J. F. 
Morgan, pastor, is a great Christian En- 
deavor worker. What a difference it makes 
who the pastor is! 

We print in this issue two letters—one 
from Home Mission Secretary, Omer S. 
Thomas, the other from William Ralph Hall. 
We hope every Endeavorer will read them. 
Our suggestion is that each Society settle 
the matter for itself, using the Interna- 
tional Topic edited in these columns by the 
secretary, or the other topics as preferred. 
Brother Thomas and Brother Morrill will 
be requested from time to time to supply 
editions of the topics Brother Thomas 
recommends. 


A NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE 


DEAR FRIENDS:—Greetings in this year 
of our Lord, nineteen hundred and eighteen! 
What has it in store for us, for our socie- 
ties, for the world? 

If the importance of a year is measured 
by its opportunities for service, never was 
there the prospect for such a year, since 
the world began. I rejoice that amid the 
distractions of war and politics, business 
troubles and domestic inconvenience, in 
spite of meatless, wheatless, sugarless, coal- 
less days, and the absence of many leaders 
in their country’s service, I see no general 
weakening in our societies at home or 
abroad. Never were our societies as a 
whole more earnest, our rallies better at- 
tended, our state conventions more enthus- 
iastic. 

If you would know our supreme duty in 
1918, listen to the wise words of an eminent 
English minister, written for these war 
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times:—“Any religious effort which tends 
to build up the spiritual side of man’s na- 
ture is doing as much to win the war and 
to make the war worth winning, as all the 
armaments of the world. The great em- 
pires of the world fell because they became 
decadent, not in material strength, but in 
spiritual strength.” 

Pre-eminently among all world-wide or- 
ganizations Christian Endeavor is striving 
to build up the spiritual life of its members, 
and thus trying to make the war “worth 
winning.” 

But we have not neglected the more- ma- 
terial side of patriotism. The C. E. Aymy 
of Universal Patriotic Service has done no- 
bly, and is just getting into its stride. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of Endeavorers culti- 
vated gardens, and preserved and econom- 
ized food this year. Ours was almost the 
first organization to respond to the country’s 
call in this regard, and has received high 
praise from President Wilson, Mr. Hoover, 
and others. 


It is thought that 100,000 Endeavorers 
have enlisted in the army or some other 
form of government service. Counting all 
our allied countries, 150,000 would not be 
beyond the mark. Think of a service flag 
with 150,000 stars, which the World’s Union 
might be entitled to fling out! 


Endeavor societies are being formed in 
the camps at home and abroad; regimental 
societies and navy societies also. There is 
an endless field of work here in close coop- 
eration with the Y. M. C. A., whose leaders 
heartily welcome such cooperation. 


I hope you have not forgotten last month’s 
appeal for our needy Christian Endeavor 
work in foreign lands. Already over 100 
days of the 365 days of this new year have 
been taken, at $20.00 a day. Have you or 
your society or your union taken one day 
or more? 


Yours for the best of all New Years, 


FRANCIS E. CLARK. 
Jan., 1918. 


FROM THE HOME MISSION 
SECRETARY 


President W. A. Harper, 
Elon College, N. C. 


DeaR Dr. HARPER:—I met Ralph Diffen- 
dorfer, the Missionary Education Secretary 
of the Methodist Church, the other day, and 
he tells me that he is planning to use in 
their church for their Epworth League 
meetings, the subjects of the mission study 
books for topics for sixteen weeks during 
the coming year. I am wondering whether 
in connection with your work it might not 
be possible for you to arrange a study of 
the current study books for either this year 
or next year, and have them instead of the 
regular Christian Endeavor topics, say once 
each month during the year, and thus work 
into our Christian Endeavor work the mis- 
sion study. I will be glad for you to think 
this matter over and give me your opinion 
in regard to it. If you decide it wise it 
would be possible for you to arrange it 
through our Christian Endeavor Societies 
and then to prepare the suggestions for the 
topic in your department of THE HERALD. 
If you decide to do such a thing, I will be 
very glad, and I am sure that Dr. Morrill 
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will also, to cooperate with you in regard to 
it, and to push it as much as we can. 

Let me know as soon as you think it over 
and perhaps we can formulate some plan. 
A denominational topic card might be used 
and if it was decided to use the books in 
this way, I think the Mission Board would 
be willing to help bear some of the expense 
of getting out such topic cards. 

With the best wishes of the season, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
OmER S. THOMAS. 


MATTERS VOTED 


By the Conference of Denominational and 
Interdenomination Young People’s Socie- 
ty Leaders Demanding Immediate and 
Careful Consideration. 


The leaders of Denominational and Inter- 
denominational Young People’s Societies, 
through an informal organization, have 
been conferring during the last two years on 
problems common to all organizations. At 
a recent meeting in New York City, Topics 
for Young People’s Societies for 1919 were 
determined. (See attached list) It is un- 
derstood that denominations are free to sub- 
stitute other topics as desired. 


Further, it was voted that we recommend 
the promotion of a special Program of War- 
time Work and Organization for Young 
People’s Societies, based on a tentative pro- 
gram including among the leading items: 
work for our Church’s own enlisted men, 
Red Cross Work, soldiers in camp and can- 
tonment, maintaining Home Base. That 
each denomination prepare its own program. 

At this same conference, the Department 
of Civilian Relief of the American Red 
Cross presented a plan for printing a hand- 
book especially for young people, dealing 
with the work centering in the Department 
of Civilian Relief of the American Red 
Cross. The purpose of the book is to en- 
lighten and. interest young people in this 
particular phase of Red Cross Work. It is 
the plan of the American Red Cross to fur- 
nish this book without cost, and that the 
agencies assume only the work and cost of 
distributing the book to the societies of their 
own denomination. The book is to be about 
thirty-two pages in length and divided into 
chapters of such length as to permit of 
study in special classes, or presentation and 
discussion in the regular meetings of the 
Young People’s Societies. It may be used 
in young people’s groups in other organiza- 
tions. It is to be distributed to each inter- 
ested person for home reading and study. 
It was voted at the meeting of the repre- 
sentatives of Denominational and Interde- 
nominational Young People’s Societies that 
the offer of the American Red Cross be ac- 
cepted with gratitude and that the book be 
made a part of the special Program of War- 
time Work for young people’s societies. As 
Secretary, I have been requested to ascer- 
tain the information desired from the differ- 
ent denominations. 

Looking to a continuation of the relation- 
ships between leaders of denominational and 
interdenominational Young People’s Socie- 
ties, it was voted that a permanent organi- 
zation be created and that the denomina- 
tions be requested to send representatives 
to a meeting called in Philadelphia, January 
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8, to hear a report of the sub-committee, 
commissioned to submit recommendations as 
to name, policy, constitution, and program, 
and to complete the permanent organization. 
Further notice of this meeting, giving exact 
time and place, will be mailed you a little 
later. 
WILLIAM RALPH HALL, Secretary. 


PRAYER-MEETING TOPICS—1919 
JANUARY 


5. Worth-while Life Purposes. Prov. 3: 1-18. (Con- 
secration meeting) 
12. The Practice of Kindliness. Gen. 45: 1-15. 


19. Our Relation to God. 1. Repenting. Mark 1: 
14-20. 
26. Books That Have Helped Me. Prov. 2: 1-9. 
FEBRUARY 


2. The Best Things in Christian Endeavor. Tit. 
2:11-14; 3:8. (Christian Endeavor Day) 

9. “I Will”—and What Will I? Heb. 10: 5-9; 19-25. 
(Consecration Meeting, Decision Day) 

16. Our Relatfon to God. II. Trusting. Ps. 91: 1-16. 


23. Christianity and the Toilers of Japan. Matt. 
28: 16-20. 
MARCH 
2. Our Relation to God. III. Obeying. John 15: 


12-17. (Consecration meeting) 
9. Lost by Looking. Prov. 23: 29-35. 
meeting) 
16. Envy and Covetousness. Luke 12: 18-21. 
23. The Art of Building Character. 1 Cor. 3: 10-17. 
30. On the Fence. Matt. 27: 11-26. 


APRIL 

6. Our Relation to God. IV. Praying. Mark 11: 19- 
26. (Consecration meeting) 

13. ~~ to Give God’s Day to Godlike Deeds. Exod. 
0: 3-11. 

20. Eternal Life and How to Live It. John 5:24; 
Eph. 2:1-10. (Easter meeting) 

27. amenity and the Toilers of America. 
9: 35-38. 


(Temperance 


Matt. 


MAY 
4. Our Relation to God. V. Serving. Matt. 20: 20- 
28. (Consecration meeting) 
11. The Lure of the World. 2 Tim. 4:10; 1 John 


2: 15-17. 

18. Life, the School of God, and Its Lessons. Ps. 
119: 1-8, 33-40. 

25. God’s Precious Promises. 1 Kings 8: 54-61; 2 
Peter 1: 1-6. (Union meeting with Juniors and 
Intermediates. Memory meeting) 

JUNE 

1. Our Relation to God. WI. Reverence and Pub- 
lic Worship. Ps. 33: 1-11; John 4: 19-26. (Con- 
secration meeting) 

8. 7 Necessary for World-Peace. Micah 
: 1-5. 

15. What We Owe and How to Pay It. 2 Cor. 8: 1- 
15. (Tenth Legion applications) 

22. Christianity and the Toilers of India. Isa. 40: 


18-31. 
29. What Does Loyalty to Our Church and Country 
Call For? Matt. 22: 15-22. 


JULY 


6. Our Relation to Others. I. Toward Enemies. 
Rom. 12:17-21. (Consecration meeting) 

13. Our Denominational History and Principles. Ps. 
44: 1-8. (May be led by the pastor) 

. Crusading Against Intemperance. Eph. 6: 10-20. 

7. How Do Men Confess Christ and How Deny 

Him? Rom. 10:9; Luke 22: 55-61. 


AUGUST 


3. Our Relation to Others. II. 
and Others in the Home. Exod. 20:12; Eph. 
6: 1-9. (Consecration meeting) 

10. Speech, Wise and Unwise. Jas. 3: 1-18. 

17. How Do Men Sell Their Heritage? Gen. 25: 27-84. 

24. The Folly of Pride. Prov. 16: 1-19. 

31. The Christian Challenge to Life Service. 
4: 18-22. (Miss. Vocational meeting) 


SEPTEMBER 


7. Our Relation to Others. III. Toward Neighbors 
-— Friends. Phil. 2: 1-11. (Consecration meet- 
ng 

14. The Great Companion; How to Live With Him. 
Luke 24: 18-82. 

21. Truthfulmess. Eph. 4: 25; 2 Kings 5: 20-27. 

28. The Christian Athlete and His Training. 1 Cor. 


Toward Parents 


Matt. 


9: 19-27. 
OCTOBER 
5. Our Relation to Others. IV. Toward World- 
Brotherhood. Luke 10: 25-27. (Consecration 
meeting) 
12. Training in Citizenship. 1 Pet. 2: 11-20. (Citi- 
zenship Day) 


19. Our Pledge and How to Keep It. Exod. 19: 1-8. 
26." ae and the Health of China. Luke 


NOVEMBER 


2. Standing for God and Right. 1 Kings 18: 17~24. 
(Consecration meeting) % 

9. How to Avoid Failure. Jos. 1: 1-8. 

16. Cooperation in Christian Service. John 17: 20- 
23: 1 Cor. 3: 5-10. 

23. How May We Practice Thanksgiving? Eph. 5: 
20; Ps. 67:1-7. (Thanksgiving. meeting) 

30. ye aed and the Health of America. Ezek. 
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DECEMBER 
7. Truths That Jesus Taught. Matt. 5: 3-12; John 
21:25. (Consecration meeting) 
14. How to Use the Bible. Ps. 19: 7-11; Matt. 4: 1-4. 
21. The Christmas Message and the Christmas Spirit. 
Luke 2; 8-14; Matt. 2: 9-11. (Christmas meeting) 
28. How to Make Next Year Better Than This. Ps. 
90: 1-17. (New Year’s meeting) 


HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. Omer 8S. Thomas - - Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 











The conferences are responding very nice- 
ly to the call for the aid for the American 
Bible Society, and some excellent offerings 
have come in. The Bible is still a mighty 
force in the world for giving the message 
of God tomen. To help our soldiers to have 
it as the “lamp to their feet” will be doing 
mission work among the men whom they 
are to associate with on the other side. 


For our folks to be sent will require both 
cents and sense. We may show our sense 
by giving our cents daily that they may be 
sent to the work that the Master wants 
done. 

Have you organized that mission study 
class yet to study the “Sons of Italy?” The 
first of the year is a good time to begin. 


The Christmas for the Hungarian chil- 
dren in the school at Brooklyn was a great 
success. Both Brothers Johnson and Bar- 
ton are greatly encouraged with the pros- 
pect for a most successful school for these 
neglected people. Much of the leadership 
for these people in the city of Greater New 
York has been left to the saloon-keepers. 
Let us take the interest we ought and cause 
the church to have a hand in the leadership. 


Rev. John A. Stover, who has been doing 
our home mission work in the suburb of 
Danville, Ill., known as Tilton, has been 
asked to add to his duties by taking charge 
of the Parent Teachers Association in the 
public schools. It will afford Brother 
Stover a most excellent opportunity for 
greater service for the Master. Our home 
mission work in this country is to get Christ 
into all of life by Christianizing all the 
forces at work in the building of American 
Citizenship. 


A young man who is doing home mission- 
ary work in a very needy section of our 
country, writes that he would very much 
prefer that we do not pay him anything 
for his services as he is sure that the money 
is needed very much more elsewhere. Now 
I happen to know that in order to do the 
work that he contemplates doing he is in 
need of a good saddle horse which could be 
procured for one hundred dollars. Will not 
some good generous individual send me the 
money at once for that saddle horse? That 
would only match the generosity of the man 
who has asked that we use the money ap- 
propriated to him, elsewhere. This is a 
challenge to aid in a most excellent cause. 
If you are too late in getting the word to 
me or the money for the horse, then you 
might be the one to furnish a good fifty- 
dollar saddle for it. 





Every evening as I leave the office I hand 
two cents to a crippled man on the corner, 
Some times because 


for my evening paper. 
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I am selfish and do not want to be thinking 
of the poor fellow too much I make it five 
cents so as to relieve my selfishness a little 
mite. In the course of the year I pay sev- 
eral dollars to that man for my papers. In 
_ the time that I have been buying from him 
I have never felt the poorer for the money 
that I have spent. Two cents a day for the 
paper is real easy. If I had to go down 
to him and give him all the money in ad- 
vance I think I would wait and read the 
paper that I get through the post-office at 
my country home. It is the daily payment 
that makes it so easy for me. One cent a 
day is so little that I hate to keep talking 
about it so much, but it is so important 
that I want everybody to get the idea. 








FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Merrill - ~ - Secretary 
Dayten, Ohie 





If you are done using your copy of 
“Peloubet’s Notes” or “Tarbell’s Teachers’ 
Guide” for 1917, and wish them to continue 
doing good, wrap the books securely and 
send prepaid to Rev. C. P. Garman, 902 Sen- 
dagaya, Tokyo, Japan. These commentaries 
will be very helpful to our Japanese pastors. 


We have the following literature ready 
for the use of pastors and churches prepar- 
atory to the foreign mission offering: Letter 
to churches, “Thirty Years of Grace,” “Look- 
ing Ahead for Japan and Porto Rico,” 
“Wait Until the Next Century?” “In the 
Front Line Trenches,” Poster No. 1 (mis- 
sionaries), Poster No. 2 (mission property), 
and offering envelopes. This literature is 
all free. 


Rev. E. K. McCord is available for Sun- 
day appointments for a month or two. Some 
of his dates had to be cancelled on account 
of the severe weather and lack of fuel to 
heat churches. Write him directly at 85 
Barnett St., Dayton, Ohio, or write to M. 
T. Morrill, C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


Until further notice Miss Olive G. Wil- 
liams should be addressed at 36 Marina St., 
Ponce, Porto Rico. 


SEEING THROUGH THE SKY 


The Papuans had no written speech, and 
we had to learn grammar and lexicon from 
the lips of the natives. But when we had 
taken all this pains and could make our- 
selves understood, the hard place was not 
yet gone by. We wished to preach in their 
language and give the glad message of the 
gospel, but that has to do not with earthly. 
but with spiritual and celestial things. The 
Papuan had no words for invisible things, 
but such words we must have. Often we 
would ponder for hours at a time over one 
single expression, and could not find it un- 
til God Himself helped us. 

For a long time we sought for a word for 
“faith.” Sometimes we used the word for 
“see,” but felt that was not right. One day 
a native came to me and asked, “Hoffman, 
have you seen the Lord Jesus?” 

“No.” 

“Has your father seen Him?” 

“No.” 
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“Perhaps you grandfather has?” 

“Oh, no.” 

“But was Jesus in your country?” 

“No.” 

“Or in one of the neighboring countries?” 

“No.” 

“But then, Hoffman, how do you know 
that Jesus really exists?” 

“Oh,” I said, “as true as the sun stands 
there in heaven, so sure am I that Jesus 
exists.” 

The man went away thoughtful and the 
next day he came back and asked the same 
questions over. When I again gave him the 
answer, “Friend, believe me; as sure as the 
sun stands there in heaven, so sure am I 
that Jesus exists,” he looked at me steadily 
and said, 

“TI understand now, Hoffman; your eyes 
have not seen Jesus but your heart knows 
Him.” 

“Yes,” I said, “that is it; my heart has 
seen Jesus.” And when he went away it 
flashed upon me that that was the word for 
“faith.” 

A long time we sought in vain for a word 
for “hope.” We contented ourselves with 
“wait” but felt all the while how little that 
said. One day our baby left us for the 
celestial home, and I myself had to make the 
coffin for him. A native stood watching me, 
as the tears fell upon my work, and I soon 
saw that something was puzzling him, and 
waited for him to speak. Finally he said, 
tenderly, “Your son is dead. Now will you 
go away?” 

“Ne.” 

“Perhaps you will die, and then what will 
your other children do?” 

“They are in the hands of God.” 

“Oh, Hoffman,” said the native, “what 
strange men are these Jesus people! You 
have different hearts from ours. It must be 
that you can see through the sky.” 

“Yes,” I said, “that we can. We can see 
through the sky into heaven.” And then it 
flashed upon me that that was the word for 
“hope”—the word we had sought so long.— 
Selected. 


A TEXT FROM THE “BLUE-BACK” 


In Webster’s “Blue-Back” Speller, as you 
remember, the third column on page seven- 
teen is as follows: Ho, So, Go, To, Do, Lo, 
No. Taking this as a text for a recent 
Bible school talk, Dr. W. M. Lee, of Georgia, 
said the “Ho” refers to God’s universal in- 
vitation to the sinner to partake of the 
water of eternal life: “Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters.” “The 
God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son.” The “Go” refers to 
God’s universal plan to redeem sinful men: 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” The “To” refers 
to God’s universal plan of salvation: “To 
every creature.” The “Do” refers to the 
duty of gospel evangelists and pastors: 
“preach the gospel.” The “Lo” refers to 
promise of the ascended Christ: “Lo, I am 
with you alway to the end of the age.” The 
“No” refers to the answer given by anti- 
mission or omission churches to the call of 
missionary duty and opportunity.—Biblical 
Records. 
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? je 9, 
Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 
(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia Craig Helfen- 
stein, Dayton, Ohio.) 


DELAYED THANK-OFFERING RE- 
PORTS 

Erie Conference, Fairview church—The 
Woman’s Missionary Society and the Young 
People’s Society joined in having the Thank- 
offering service, in connection with the reg- 
ular service. The offering was $11.65. (This 
is a small church.) 

The East Springfield, Pa., Society held 
the Thank-offering service at the morning 
service, November 25th. They followed the 
program as prepared. The offering was 
$16.00. 

Deer Creek church, Northwestern Indi- 
ana.—We are a little late sending our re- 
port. We had our Mite Box opening in No- 
vember, and a good entertainment. The 
offering was $16.84, our free-will offering 
was $10.13, and our Thank-offering was 
$8.00. Also sent a barrel to Franklinton, 
N. C.—Mrs. JESSIE WALKER, Corresponding 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

We are glad to hear from these societies, 
and hope others will write us what they are 
doing. If you did not hold your Thank- 
offering meeting in November, plan to do 
so soon. It will prove a blessing to your 
society. 


The Federation of Woman’s Foreign 
Boards and the Council of Women for Home 
Missions have sent forth a call challenging 
missionary women to a forward movement. 
In harmony with their call our own Wom- 
an’s Boards of the Christian Church, at 
their annual meeting, adopted the following 
resolution: 

February, 1918, shall be known as Mobi- 
lization Month, when we shall make definite, 
prayerful attempt to enlist more of our 
women and girls for the prosecution of the 
King’s business, through the organization 
of new societies and the securing of new 
members; to bring to them the privilege of 
the service of prayer and the obligation of 
stewards. a 

We are planning to give all possible pub- 
licity to this campaign through our church 
papers. Literature is being prepared and 
will be in your hands next month. 

Letters have been sent to all the Confer- 
ence Presidents of Woman’s Boards, but if 
in the Christmas mails your letter has mis- 
carried, write to Mrs. Alice V. Morrill, and 
another one will be sent you. 


Word has just been received from Miss 
Williams that the Ponce church will take 
one hundred blocks for the Santa Isabel 
church. Isn’t that splendid? Let us help 
the young people build this much-needed 
church. 


The Young People’s Home Mission special 
is the support of a teacher at Franklinton 
College, N. C., Miss Buretta Lee. Would 
you like to teach one day, one week, or one 
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month, by proxy? If so, one dollar will pay 
for one day. The Eaton, Ohio, Young Peo- 
ple’s Society has been teaching through 
Miss Lee the first ten days of January. 


Program of the mid-year meeting of the 
Woman’s Mission Board of the Western 
Indiana Conference: 


Dear CoworKer:—Our annual mid-year meeting 
of the Woman’s Home and Foreign Mission Board of 
the Western Indiana Christian Conference will be 
held in Crawfordsville, in the Community House, 
Wednesday, the ninth day of January, nineteen hun- 
dred and eighteen. 

This meeting is important. You are requested to 
be present or send some one from your chu:ch. 

Time, 9 a. m. to 4 p. m. 

Donation to the Community House, one can of fruit. 

Mrs. MAuDE MartIN, 
Mrs. OLLIE CARPENTER, 
Committee. 


ORDER OF EXERCISES 


:00 a. m. Opening Hymn. 

05 Devotional, Mrs. Mellie Lough, Hillsboro. 

:15 Hymn, 

9:20 President’s Address, Mrs. Carrie Beaver. Ad- 
vance. 

10:00 Special Music, Mellott. 

10:10 Business. 

10:45 Address by Rev. W. H. Sando, Wingate. 


ymn. 

11:30 Noontide Prayers, led by Ollie Carventer, 
Mellott. 

11:45 Closing Hymn. 

11:50 Noon Recess. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

1:15 Hymn. 

1:20 Devotional, Miss Ina Bowers, Darlington. 

1:35 Music, Advance. 

1:40 The Living Link, Rev. Clarence Defur, 
Frankfort. 

2:30 How We Raised Our “Living Link” Appor- 
tionment, Mrs. Edith McKnight, Veedersburg. 

2:40 Round Table “Missionary Methods That Win,” 
led by Mrs. Emily Anderson. 

3:10 Miscellaneous Business. 

3:30 Closing. 


SE SS 


EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A., - - Secretary 
Providence, R. I. 





RAISING A GENERATION OF 
PHILANTHROPISTS 


What would it mean to the future of the 
Church in all her good works if by some 
means the men and women in college could 
be taught to give liberally of their limited 
means? The least result would be the 
graduating of a generation of Christian 
leaders who would be stewards of wealth 
in the truest sense. Other results in the 
sphere of character development would be 
none the less striking. 


A beginning in such training has been 
made in the great gifts to missions by the 
students of North America in the last few 
years. Few people know that in 1914-15 
these gifts totaled $218,652, and in 1915-16, 
$247,424. In the case of some colleges 
which maintain their own mission stations 
of missionaries on the foreign field, the 
alumni have given largely. In both years 
the students alone have given over one-half 
the total. 


It remained for the war, which has taught 
unselfishness in so many ways, to fulfil the 
dream of the student leaders and furnish an 
object large and compelling enough to enlist 
practically all students in sacrificial giving. 
The problems which the leaders of the North 
American Student Movements faced in their 
annual “setting-up” conference at Niagara 
Falls last September was bringing the les- 
son of the war home to the students. Mani- 
festly it was no time for college life to run 
in its old grooves of self-centered activity 
and thoughtless extravagance. The students 
were known to be restless and anxious to 
have some part in the world struggle. To 
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be told they were not needed and could 
serve best by preparing for future useful- 
ness in reconstruction days was small com- 
fort. 

Therefore, the student secretaries of the 
Men’s and Women’s Christian Associations 
determined to call on the college world to 
raise at least a million dollars for the relief 
of prisoners of war, for the aid of other 
national branches of the World’s Student 
Christian Federation, and for the army 
work of the Y. M. and Y. W. C. A.’s. It 
will be noted that this differs from the Y. 
M. C. A. thirty-five million dollar fund in 
the proportion of emphasis on the work for 
prisoners of war, and in its inclusion of the 
work of women and other student move- 
ments. Events have proved that the right 
challenge has been found. 

Already the minimum has been far passed 
and campaigns are still going on in colleges 
which could not obtain speakers when the 
movement was at its height. Some dare to 
hope that a million and a half will be sub- 
scribed by students and professors of the 
United States without appeal to alumni. In 
every case the students have been told that 
this is a personal matter and not something 
extra for which to appeal to parents. 


Only through the details of the campaign 
can the spirit of the effort be fully appre- 
ciated. Such stories as the following are 
the rule rather than the exception: 

At Wake Forest College, North Carolina, 
the largest single subscription was made by 
the son of a missionary, who is paying abso- 
lutely all his expenses through college. More 
than one man working his way through 
Lehigh pledged fifty dollars at the organi- 
zation meeting there. In-one of the cam- 
paigns a girl wrote home to have her horse 
sold to enable her to pay her pledge. At 
Elon College, North Carolina, all girls who 
cannot afford to stay in the dormitory and 
enjoy its privileges, live in a house near the 
campus and do all their own cooking, etc., 
thus reducing their expenses. One gir] on 
the canvass committee, who stated that she 
could not give a cent, pledged at the close 
of the meeting fifteen dollars, and moved 
from her comfortable quarters and congenial 
roommate over to the house mentioned, giv- 
ing the difference to the War Fund. An 
Indian girl in Colorado gave a fifty-dollar 
pledge. When questioned as to her wisdom 
she replied: “But I want to. I am going 
to work for my room and board next term 
to pay for it.” 

Foreign students have been equally stir- 
red and touched. At Athens College, Ala., 
a Korean girl, working in the dining room 
to pay her tuition and board, and with no 
money coming to her from any one, pledged 
five dollars. At Massachusetts Agricultural 
College an Italian student, who is working 
his way and has no relatives to help him, 
pledged fifteen dollars, paying five dollars 
in cash. In the Talladega College, Ala., 
campaign, a native African student who had 
worked hard all summer and saved’ barely 
enough to take him through this year, by 
much self-denial gave twelve dollars. In 
one of the campaigns in West Virginia, a 
Brazilian student gave his only treasure, 
a rare gold coin worth twenty dollars. 

The social value in collective sacrifice is 
shown in many colleges. War-time simplic- 
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ity of living is replacing many former ex- 
travagances of college organizations. At 
Agnes Scott College, Georgia, the senior 
class as a whole are to give up “senior 
rings,” giving the money to the fund. Kan- 
sas Agricultural College students have de- 
cided to give up their college annual, con- 
tributing the amount thus saved to the fund. 
Many other institutions are voting to do the 
same. At McMinnville College, Oregon, the 
seniors voted to omit class gowns. 

It is no wonder that the campaign has 
brought forth strong statements as to its 
value. From Sweet Briar College, Virginia, 
which subscribed over $6,800.00, comes this 
statement: “The finest part of it all, to my 
mind, is the fact that every student on the 
campus and every member of the faculty 
pledged something, and most.of them 
pledged something that will hurt! The fund 
has meant more than dollars to eyery per- 
son on the campus. Our task is almost as 
big—perhaps bigger—than at first, for we 
must now conserve this vast amount of 
Christian energy that has been let loose. 
And we can do it if we can make the girls 
realize the power that has been behind us, 
the power of faith in Christ through 
prayer.” The chairman of the fund at 
Vassar College writes: “Even if we had not 
raised a cent of money, the spirit that now 
reigns on this campus would be reward 
enough.” A well-known student worker 
states: “In almost twenty years’ experi- 
ence with college men and women, I cannot 
recall anything which has made such a deep 
spiritual appeal as this fund.” 

The largest university gifts are as fol- 
lows: Harvard, $50,287; Wellesley, $15,- 
760; Yale, $48,772; Vassar, $15,919; Chi- 
cago, $15,427; Illinois, $27,687; Purdue, 
$17,822; Michigan, $24,600; Minnesota, 
$27,500; Nebraska, $23,211; Ohio State, 
$17,407; Wisconsin, $22,000; California, 
$20,000; Columbia (all depts. about), 
$40,000.—A merican College Bulletin. 





ANNUAL MEETING OF COUNCIL OF 
CHURCH BOARDS OF EDUCATION 


Announcement is now made of the great 
Congress on Christian Education which is 
to occur in Chicago on the week of January 
8 to 12, 1918. There is every indication 
that this Congress will bring together the 
largest number of leaders in Christian edu- 
cation that has ever come together in the 
history of our country. 

The Council of Church Boards of Educa- 
tion holds its sessions on the eighth and 
ninth of January at the Edgewater Beach 
Hotel, Chicago. . 

The Committee of Reference of the Cleve- 
land Conference Concerning Cooperative 
Christian Work in State Universities meets 
on January 8 and 9 at the Chicago Beach 
Hotel. 

The Church Workers in State Universities 
meet on January 9, 10, and 11, in Chicago. 

Various denominational groups, consisting 
of the Boards of Education and the Col- 
lege Presidents, meet on the ninth and tenth 
of January, in Chicago. No less than ten of 
these meetings will be held this year. 

On the afternoon of January 10, all the 
denominational groups join with the Council 
of Church Boards of Education at Hotel 





—— "FF e,~ 


p= Vy 


JANUARY 10, 1918 


La Salle in a conference on “Life Annuity 
Bonds,” under the leadership of the Life 
Annuity expert, Mr. Henry Albert Collins. 

The annual meeting of the Association of 
American Colleges begins on the evening of 
January 10 and continues until noon of 


“January 18. 


Detailed programs may be had on appli- 
cation to Dr. Robert L. Kelly, Executive 
Secretary of the Council of Church Boards 
of Education, 19 South La Salle Street, 
Chicago, Ill. 


UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 


Our regular work was resumed on January 
2 with all of our students in their places 
for a continuation of their studies. Several 
new students have entered, and others will 
begin their work at the opening of the 
second semester on Feb. 5. Our enrolment is 
increasing and there is a seriousness about 
the efforts of the students that is in keeping 
with the times, and-which contributes. large- 
ly to an unusually high grade of work. 
There is also a genuine enjoyment in our 
activities that makes the college life this 
year more delightful than formerly. This 
wholesome enjoyment is found not only in 
the secial life of the college, but also in the 


performance of the regularly assigned du- 
ties. 


There is going out from the college offices 
this week considerable printed matter to as- 
sist the churches and pastors of Indiana 
and Illinois in the observance of Union 
Christian College Day. We are also mail- 
ing college literature to a number of pro- 
spective students and to many of the friends 
of the college. 

The college pastor, Rev. J. C. DeRemer, 
has secured Supt. Richard Park, of Sulli- 
van, Indiana, to deliver the principal ad- 
dress at the college for the observance of 
College Day. Supt. Park is one of the lead- 
ers in educational work in Indiana, and a 
member of the College Board of Trustees. 

President C. B. Hershey called on Revs. 
A. M. Addington and R. P. Arrick, at Win- 
chester, Indiana, last week. These breth- 
ren are trustees of the college. He had the 
pleasure of spending a day with the breth- 
ren of the Eastern Indiana Conference in 
their quarterly meeting. He addressed the 
conference on The Qualifications for an Ef- 
fective Ministry. Next week, Pres. Hershey 
expects to attend the annual meeting of the 
Association of American Colleges at the 
Hotel La Salle, in Chicago. “a” 





THE McREYNOLDS’ ENDOWMENT FUND 


ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR DEFIANCE COLLEGE! 


Statement by Acting President A. G. Caris. 


. Notwithstanding the fact that notice of 
the meeting was sent out only three weeks 
before its date, and weather and transporta- 
tion conditions prevented the attendance of 
many who otherwise would have been pres- 
ent, over one hundred representatives of 
Christian churches in three States attended 
the meeting held in Defiance Tuesday and 
Wednesday. This in itself is an indication 
of the present remarkable interest of the 
Church in the work at Defiance. y 

The outstanding feature of the entire oc- 
casion was the spirit of cooperation and op- 
timism manifested by all. These men who 
came are fully determined to prosecute the 
endowment campaign with vigor, and their 
coming means not ~ increased financial 
assets for the college, but a far more hearty 
cooperation from the churches and the com- 
munities represented. 

In my opinion, the meeting of Tuesday 
and Wednesday will long be known as one of 
the most memorable in the history of Defi- 
ance College. 

I desire to thank local friends of the col- 
lege who assisted us in making the Tuesday 
evening meeting so successful. 

A. G. CARIS. 


In the meeting of men on Wednesday 
morning following the chapel service, which 
was conducted by Rev. McD. Howsare, sev- 
eral men spoke in a special conference. Dean 
Caris presided. Several men spoke, but 
we can make room for only parts of the 
points made. 

On Wednesday morning, after chapel 
service, which was conducted by Revs. McD. 
Howsare and Rev. W. M. Dawson, D. D.. 
Dean Caris called a special conference. Sev- 
eral speakers made interesting addresses, 
as has already been reported in these col- 
umns. We have room for only a few short 
extracts, as follows: 

Dr. O. W. Powers told of his association 
with the college during its formative days 
as a denominational enterprise, and of his 
having seen the growth of the institution, 


because of his continuous service on the 
Board of Trustees. 


He named the following things for which 
the Christian Church owes a debt to the 
late Pres. McReynolds: 


1. The institution, Defiance College, it- 
self—for he succeeded where others had 
failed in building on the foundation given 
by the State of Ohio for an educational 
institution at Defiance. 


2. The affiliation of the institution with 
the Christian Church, which was the deter- 
mining factor in Dr. McReynolds sticking 
by the enterprise for so many years. 

3. The unique character of the institu- 
tion, in that the city in which the college is 
located is so thoroughly in sympathy with 
its work and so united in its support. 


4. The chance for a real and vital educa- 
tional project for the Christian Church at a 
time when other similar interests of the de- 
nomination were suddenly withdrawn. 

5. The example of an unselfish life, 
which would have those who are left behind 
pay their debts, not in terms of tribute to 
the dead, but by concrete help for the in- 
stitution for which that life was unselfishlv 
given. 

The next speaker was Rev. Omer S. 
Thomas, Secretary of Home Missions for the 
Christian Church. His subject was “The 
Present Need of Leadership.” He outlined 
the present conditions due to the war, show- 
ed how great leadership would be necessary 
in the coming days, and pointed to the col- 
lege as the means for providing that leader- 
ship. He said the churches of the State 
were honored by being asked to raise such a 
large sum, and he expressed the belief that 
the men present, having seen the need and 
the opportunity, would respond nobly in car- 
rying forward the cause. 

Rev. H. Russsell Clem, of Springfield, 
president of the Ohio State Christian Asso- 
ciation, spoke of the necessity of raising the 
money quickly, and securing the full $100,- 
000 as quickly as possible. 

The last speaker was Rev. J. F. Burnett, 
D. D., secretary of The American Christian 
Convention. He pointed out two dominant 
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notes in the present situation facing Defi- 
ance College: first, the sense of loss since 
the death of President McReynolds: and 
second, the opportunity afforded to all per- 
sons interested in the work of the institu- 
tion, to unite themselves for the purpose of 
supplying the spirit of service and sacrifice 
which President McReynolds himself had. 
Dean Caris, in conclusion, notified the men 
that they would soon be furnished with 
plans to be put in operation in their own 
communities in connection with the cam- 


paign. 
ao 200 men attended the banquet last 
night. 

In that banquet the last speaker of the 
evening was President Clippinger, of Otter- 
bien College, who in closing his address, 
spoke somewhat as follows: 

“The colleges must now put into practice 
the fundamental truths which are becom- 
ing more apparent to the world. The Chris- 
tian college has within its walls the select- 
ed young minds of the generation. Do you 
not see the responsibility of the college? 
The Christian college has the right to teach 
religien. We cease to be denominations in 
our teachings, but we have a right to teach 
religion. There is a wide open door in the 
American Christian college at the present 
time, to help meet a world-wide opportunity, 
under the inspiration of the new world 
ideals which are before us. 

“Here we are on the threshold of a new 
day. The world is being thrown on the 
scrap-heap, but if we are true members of 
society, we must be confident that a new 
day is coming for the fulfilment of God’s 
will. We must win the war, but this is a 
war of brains. College men are being giv- 
en army commissions, and are receiving rap- 
id promotions. It will be proved that the 
colleges are the greatest instrument for 
helping win the war.” 

The speaker referred to President Wil- 
son’s direction to keep the colleges at full 
strength. 

“You ought to double and triple the re- 
sources of your college in this time of 
stress,” he said. 

The speaker then made a plea for the 
giving of Liberty bonds to the college, which 
will receive them at face value. Save vour 
country and save your college at the same 
time was his direction. 


“Don’t you stop at a simple $100,000 Me- 
morial Endowment. See to it that vou 
measure to yourself the full possibilities of 
this institution, in order that it may contin- 
ue to grow and measure up to the duty it 
has to perform.” 

Dr. Clippinger closed his address with an 
expression of appreciation. 

Dean Albert G. Caris, acting president of 
the college, was next called upon as the per- 
son on whom the mantle of responsibility 
fell at the time of Pres. McReynolds’ death. 


_ Acting President Caris said he wished to 
impress upon the men present, that the 
work of President McReynolds had left a 
responsibility on every person connected 
with the college. 


“If there was a fault in Pres. McReyn- 
olds’ work,” said the speaker, “it was this: 
that we had all come to feel that there was 
one at the helm who would guide us safely. 
That feeling is no longer possible.” 


Dean Caris said that he could not fill the 
place of President McReynolds, but that all 
supporters of Defiance College, working to- 
gether, could carry the college forward to 
even greater progress. He called attention 
to the grief at the loss of President and 
Mrs. McReynolds, saying that grief and the 
great loss made the situation confronting 
Defiance College at this time doubly seri- 
ous. 

“He left Defiance College a heritage,” con- 
cluded the speaker, “and we now have an 
opportunity to partake in the great enter- 
prise which Pres. McReynolds inaugurated.” 

[The above report is condensed from an 
excellent sketch of the occasion made by our 
young brother, Mr. Ralph W. Peters, in a 
local paper.—EDIToR. ] 

























































































NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


West Mansfield, Mass.—Encouraging 
word comes from this field. The pastor, 
Rev. A. R. Webb, has taken hold of the 
work splendidly, and the outlook is hopeful 
for continued prosperity for this church. 


Amesbury, Mass.—Work is moving along 
well in practically all departments. The 
Willing Helpers have recently held a very 
successful Rummage Sale, and also have 
held with the Ladies’ Aid a Christmas Sale, 
which was well patronized. The Mizpah 
Bible Class, too, has conducted a Jumble 
Shop. The efforts of all these organiza- 
tions of the church are greatly appreciated. 
The choir of our church united with a neigh- 
boring Congregational choir in preparing a 
cantata, “The First Christmas,” to be giv- 
en in each church on separate dates. The 
offerings at these services go to the Red 
Cross, part of which has been used to make 
the soldiers and sailors of our two parishes 
members of the Red Cross Society. The 
Christian Endeavor Society remembered 
several men in the service with simple 
Christmas gifts. The Sunday-school has re- 
cently sent a contribution for Testaments 
for the soldiers and sailors. Christmas eve. 
the Sunday-school held its “White Gift” 
Christmas, together with a tree for the 
children. The Y. M. C. A. War Work, the Lit- 
tle Wanderers’ Home in Boston, and the 
work of the home church here ‘were remem- 
bered with cash gifts of more than one hun- 
dred dollars all told. In spite of the high 
cost of living, we find the church contrib- 
uting well to various benevolent causes, and 
the Annual Society meeting to be held soon 
will reveal the fact that this has been one 
of its best years financially. 


Lubec, Me.—The Lubec Christian church 
is, with many other churches, feeling the 
strain of war conditions. Six young men 
from the Bible School are in training for 
service over seas. During the past year 
eight have been baptized and six have been 
received into church fellowship. Rev. E. 
J. Bodman is doing a good work in Lubec. 


Kittery Point, Me.—There are many en- 
couraging things of late, writes Mrs. Coffin, 
of the work at the First Kittery church. 
Sister Coffin has served eight years as pas- 
tor in her home town, and is highly respect- 
ed. Last fall several were baptized and re- 
ceived into the church. At Christmas time 
the church and parish remembered the pas- 
tor with generous gifts. 


Woodstock, Vt.—The extreme cold weath- 
er, with the thermometer reaching forty- 
eight and fifty degrees below zero, has cut 
down church attendance temporarily. To 
conserve fuel Sunday morning services are 
held in the chapel, and the mid-week serv- 
ices at the homes of the parishioners. The 
Sunday-school observed for the first time the 
“White Gift” service at Christmas time. 
About forty young ladies and children pre- 
sented a very impressive Christmas Page- 
ant. The suffering Armenians were gener- 
ously remembered in the cash gifts of the 
various classes. Even the Cradle Roll De- 
partment presented gifts in little white 
socks strung on a white ribbon. The Moses 
Kidder Bible Class recently gave a chicken- 
pie supper to invited friends. Some of these 
men have since joined the class. The Chris- 
tian Endeavorers remembered at Christmas 
time the seven boys who have gone out into 
the service of their country. They have also 
purchased an Honor Roll for the church and 
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“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many te righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 


are providing service flags for the homes, 
thus seeking to keep ever fresh the memory 
of the soldier boys, all of whom are followed 
by the prayers of friends in the old home 
church. 


Swansea, Mass.—At the annual meeting 
of the First Christian Society, held in the 
vestry of the First Christian church of 
Swansea Center, Saturday evening, Decem- 
ber 22d, it was voted to give $25 to the 
Swansea Center Red Cross Auxiliary. 

The “White Christmas” or the bringing of 
white gifts for the King, observed at the 
evening service at the First Christian 
church of Swansea Center, Sunday, was 
strikingly beautiful and impressive. The 
platform was draped with white, with a 
large white cross in the center, and a white- 
trimmed Christmas tree on each side. Dur- 
ing the assembling of the congregation the 
lights were turned out, excepting those over 
the cross, while the organist, William Jack- 
son, of Fall River, played a fitting prelude. 
The service opened with an address by the 
pastor, Rev. Weltie E. Baker, followed by 
the singing, “As With Gladness, Men of 
Old,” by the choir and congregation. Other 
songs, including “Alway in a Manger” and 
“Jesus Came to Earth,” sung by six little 
girls, were interspersed with the placing of 
the “white gifts” at the foot of the cross by 
the following departments: Cradle Roll, Be- 
ginners’ Department, Junior Class, Primary 
Class, Bible Class, and Class 6. The gift 
of the Busy People’s Class, comprising twen- 
ty new one-dollar bills, attached to a white 
ribbon, were placed over the arms of the 
cross. The gift from the Sunday-school to- 
taled $60.67, and from the congregation, $16.- 
10, making a grand total of $76.77 for the 
Armenian-Syrian fund. Five pledges of re- 
consecration were received, also three 
pledges to church service, and eleven to Sun- 
day-school service. 

The closing number was the telling of the 
story, “Why the Chimes Rang Out,” by Miss 
Helen G. Bailey. 


The Sunday-school voted to give five dol- 
lars to Franklinton College as a Christmas 
offering. 

The “Swansea Uplift Club” met a few 
weeks ago in the vestry of the Christian 
church. After luncheon, a representative 
from Bristol County Agricultural School 
spoke helpfully on “Dairying and the Com- 
pounding of Foods.” At the next meeting 
arrangements will have been made for a 
debate with the members of the Men’s Club 
- Pilgrim Congregational church, of Fall 

iver. 


There are many active churches in New 
England, from which we are hearing noth- 
ing for this letter. We appeal to all read- 
ers to see that church items of interest are 
reported from their respective churches. 


ENGLISH. 


CANADA 


Newmarket, Dec. 28—The Newmarket 
Era, in reporting the Christmas exercises 
of the Christian Sunday-school, says: 


Christmas at the Christian church was observed in 
an unusual way this year. The Sunday-school gave 
“White Gifts for the King” on Thursday evening, 
December 20. This service was given in the audi- 
torium of the church to a crowded house. Each class 
presented their gifts in their own way, the gifts be- 
ing placed at’ the foot of the cross and distributed 
according to the directions given. There was some- 
thing over $40 given in money, besides flour and 
fifteen baskets of eatables for the poor of the town. 
The money was sent to the Armenians, Halifax, and 
soldiers' boxes. The Beginners and Primary Depart- 
ment made a fine showing. There are more than 
sixty on the roll and all were present to give their 
white gifts to the King. If this department contin- 
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ues to grow at the present rate we must soon’ have 
more room for them. 

On Sunday the Sunday-school numbered almost two 
hundred, yet there were no presents given except in 
the Primary and Beginners Department. 

The church services Sunday morning were well at- 
tended and the choir did splendidly. The following 
selections were given: “Hark the Angelic Voices 
Sing,” “The Birthday of a King,’ and Miss Medora 
Traviss sang “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” The 
pastor used as his subject Luke 2: 11. 

The evening services were rather unusual. The 
house was well filled, the choir excelled itself, and the 
pastor gave the story of “The Other Wise Man,” by 
Henry van Dyke. The choir sang ‘Hark the Christ- 
mas Bells are Ringing,” ‘Christmas, Awake!” and 
Miss Dorothy Lundy sang “Slumber Song” in a most 
pleasing manner. After the story by the. pastor the 
choir sang “Holy Night.” In singing the last num- 
ber the choir remained seated and sang softly. No 
one ever listened to sweeter music. It was beyond 
description and to appreciate it one must’ hear for 
himself. The choir at the Christian church is second 
to none. On next Sunday you will have opportunity 
of hearing more good music.—Com. 


ILLINOIS 


Tuscola— We had fine Christmas exer- 
cises both at Tuscola and Lake Fork. The 
church at Lake Fork remembered their pas- 
tor with a nice donation, and may God bless 
them for so doing. The churches are doing 
nicely and expect to hold a meeting at Tus- 
cola the last of January.—A. B. CocH- 
NOWER. 


Menton—Mt. Gilead church is moving 
along well. We have a fine Sunday-school. 
The school has elected the new officers for 
the coming year: For superintendent, Mr. 
Eddman Hoel. The church is reported to 
be in better condition than it has been for 
several years. Last Sunday morning after 
Sunday-school, the members of the church 
and Sunday-school presented to their pastor 
a fine $21.50 gold watch and chain, for 
which the pastor was very grateful.—E. W. 
SCARBER, Pastor. 


Olney, Jan. 4—The church at Olney had 
watch meeting and a nice time. Sugar 
Creek has a fine Sunday-school and a good 
Christian Endeavor. The young people are 
nice and take good interest in these two in- 
stitutions. The Christian Endeavor makes 
an offering to the Barbara Randolph Me- 
morial. The hope of the church is in the 
young people. So many of the old people 
are dropping out of church attendance. Am 
now at Willow Prairie with Pastor Catte. 
Interest is fine and growing. The people 
here are very religious and spiritual.—A. 


‘H. BENNETT. 


Olney, Dec. 29—I was called, Sunday, 
the 16th, to Trimble, to conduct the funeral 
of Uncle Will Lowe. He was an old-time 
member of Trimble church; a loyal support- 
er and a great friend to the preachers. The 
church and many friends will greatly miss 
him. The extreme weather somewhat hin- 
ders the revival work. The revival at 
Sugar Creek has not proved as successful 
as we hoped for, but we believe good is done, 
and that there will be a harvest later on. 
So many of the older members don’t get 
out in the winter time. Pastor Reich is 
held in high esteem. I regret being late 
at Willow Prairie—A. H. BENNETT. 


Sumner, Jan. 4—Our work is progressing 
very pleasantly, and we believe profitably. 
The people of First church came in on us 
a few evenings ago, and gave their pastor 
a o—_ pounding, the first that he has 
had for a number of years. After spending 
the evening in pleasant and profitable con- 
versation, the singing of hymns, and prayer, 
they left us much richer in everything in 
the grocery line, for which they have our 
sincere thanks. May God enrich them in 
all things. We are in the midst of a Union 
Revival under the great leaders, Burk, 
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REV. J. H. BASSETT 
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PARMA AND GREECE CHURCH 


Sometime last spring we stated in the columns of THE 
HERALD that the Parma and Greece church parsonage would 
undergo repairs, and now we are 
glad to state that such repairs have 
been made, but more extensive than 
was first planned. 

It gives us pleasure, as we are 
comfortably situated in our respect- 
ive homes to think and know that 
our pastor and his family are also 
enjoying the conveniences of a 
modern home, with plenty of room. 

The parsonage now has four 
large sleeping rooms, a study, bath 
drawing room, 
room, dining room, kitchen, pantry, 
and a large attic. 
in chestnut, downstairs, and oak 
floors in three rooms, heated with 
a furnace, the total expenditure be- 
ing about $2,750. 

We were compelled to rent a 
small house near the church for 


reception 


It is furnished 
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pastor and his family to live in while repairs were being made on the parsonage, much too small for his family of seven, but there 
were no complaints made, and we believe they feel it was worth while to do with small quarters for a while in order to have plenty 


of room afterward. 


Brother J. H. Bassett came to us April 1, 1917, and since that time has given us very interesting sermons. 
the “Spirit of God,” and is passing it on to others. l : ’ 
the mid-week prayer-meeting. Our average attendance at Sunday-school since April 1st is 116. 


116. The Parma and Greece church is still alive and on the job. , : ; ; 
Pray for us that this part of God’s vineyard may prosper and grow with the birth of souls into his kingdom, and bear fruit 


to His honor and glory. 


He is filled with 


Services have been well attended and a good interest is manifest, especially in 


Our church membership is also 


The pile of dirt seen in the photograph will be used to grade the yard, and some shrubbery and trees will be planted. 


Hilton, N. Y. 


Gro. E. NoRTHRUP. 


ee ED 


Hobbs, and Tovey. We are expecting great 
things. We shall have much more to report 
in the near future that will be good and en- 
couraging.—G. W. SHEPHERD. 


Atwood, Jan. 38—The First Christian 
church of Atwood had a beautiful Christ- 
mas tree on the evening of December 24. 
A very fine program was rendered by the 
choir and the children of the church and 
community. After the program was ren- 
dered Mrs. Santa Claus entered and pro- 
ceeded to superintend the distribution of the 
many fine and useful gifts. Mr. Santa 
Claus, it is said, had been called to France, 
hence he could not be present, but his good 
wife pleased the children very much and 
all in all the evening was a very enjoyable 
one indeed. Rev. Rippey preached here 
over the fifth Sunday. Those to whom we 
have spoken about the services were well 
pleased with the messages he brought. The 
meeting at the Pierson church is to begin 
next Sunday. Sister Nash is to assist. 
Will you pray for us that a real revival of 
religion may attend our efforts—E. C. 
GEEDING. 


Carbondale, Dec. 31—Just closed my third 
meeting at New Liberty church. The 
weather was bad, yet a successful meeting. 
We closed with six confessions and a great 
awakening among the people in that com- 
munity. The social meetings were grand. 
We also listened to a fine sermon given 
by Rev. Baker on Christmas day. We 
highly appreciate his work during the meet- 
ing, and wish him well in his work, so long 
as he may be able to work. I also will men- 
tion the meeting that was held at White 
Oak church in Southern Wabash Confer- 
ence. Evangelist Price did most of the 
preaching. He is a forcible speaker. His 
sermons were highly appreciated by all lis- 
teners. The results of the meeting were 
twelve confessions and thirteen accessions 
—also a great revival among the church 
members and surroundings. I have one 
more meeting yet to hold at my home 
church. We ask an interest in the prayers 
of all THE HERALD readers that our work 
may prosper in this part of the State.—J. 
T. Brooks. 


Tuscola, Jan. 4—Greetings to all for a 
Happy New Year. Good morning to you, 
1918. Why did you come so soon? fear 
you came before many wished to see you, or 








were even ready for you. May you bring 
gladness and joy and peace to many sad 
hearts the world over before you say “good- 
night.” The church at Milmine had a beau- 
tiful cantata Sunday eve before Christmas. 
They so beautifully illustrated the birth of 
our Savior. The appearing of the shep- 
herds together with the scene of the man- 
ger. It was impressively given. The Sun- 
day-school and Christian Endeavor have 
splendid good talents. The revival at Gar- 
rett suddenly closed Wednesday evening be- 
cause of a sudden breaking out of some con- 
tagious ‘diseases within the village. One 
conversion and accession to the church. 
Good audiences greeted us. The Tuscola 
Sunday-school also gave a good program 
Christmas eve and a treat for the children. 
The Sunday-school and Christian Endeavor 
also elected new officers for the coming year. 
It seems the world is moving slowly on the 
brink of sorrow and soon will be wading 
into some of the depths of the same. It is 
said in deep wells stars can be seen at mid- 
day. May the world, this year, get a great- 
er vision of the Bright and Morning Star, 
the Prince of Peace. “Out of the depths I 
re unto thee,” “We would see Jesus.”— 
OEL. 


INDIANA 


Kimmell, Jan. 3—The meeting of the 
Sparta Christian Endeavor Society of De- 
cember 2 was unique and will long be re- 
membered, since it was the last evening our 
president, Glenn N. Reynolds was with us 
before he enlisted in the service. Following 
the regular program Rev. Cash, the pastor, 
with a few well-chosen remarks, presented 
to him a holy Bible as a token of respect 
and appreciation of his work, in behalf of 
the C. E. Society. Glenn is now in training 
at Kelly Field, near San Antonio, Texas.— 
AN ENDEAVORER. 


Albion, Dec. 29—I am yet alive and en- 
joying good health and, best of all, the dear 
Lord is more precious every day. I held a 
four-weeks’ meeting with the Merriam 
church, of which I have been pastor for 
thirteen years, closing with eighteen new 
additions and one renewal. The Merriam 
church is in good condition in every way. 
They are a loyal people. If any of my 
brothers in the ministry get a call to this 
place, ~ may be sure they will treat you 
well. we are receiving calls for the next 





year, but we don’t know whether the church 
will want a change or not, until April. Rev. 
R. E, Lucas was our singing evangelist in 
the meeting and he is a live wire in his 
chosen work. May God bless our beloved 
Zion.—R. W. Pace. 


Olive Chapel, near New Carlisle, Jan. 1— 
When I returned from church, December 
23, we found that our people had come in 
the unlocked door and covered two tables 
with provisions that will last us for many 
days. Our Ladies’ Aid is having weekly 
meetings and sewing for the Red Cross. 
There are but very few in Olive Township, 
St. Joseph County, that have hyphens in 
their names. Instead of the boys from the 
New Carlisle High School getting married 
and hiding behind a woman’s skirts to keep 
from going to the Colors, a number of them 
in the last few months have left the class 
room for the camp. The girls of the Do 
mestic Science are working hard along Red 
Cross lines. Such a spirit is in the air here 
as you remember it was a St. Joseph Coun- 
ty boy who sent the first shell towards the 
German trenches. Our Sunday-school took 
an offering for Syrian relief instead of the 
usual Christmas tree—SILAS MOSTELLER, 
New Carlisle, Ind. 


Argos, Dec. 29—The work at Argos has 
been progressing very nicely since we ar- 
rived here September 1. of this year. In- 
terest is growing and we look forward to a 
very blessed time in the Master’s service 
here. Last Sunday evening the Mozart 
Choir of our church gave its sixth annual 
Christmas concert. It was considered the 
best ever held in the town. The immense 
throng of people who gathered to hear it, 
many of whom could not gain admission, 
even on the steps, gave evidence of the pub- 
lic appreciation of this type of high class 
entertainment. On Christmas Eve the Sun- 
day-school held a “White Gifts for the King” 
service, which was very impressive. The 
gifts were for a great variety of purposes 
among which were Jireh College, Franklin- 
ton, Elon Orphanage, Red Cross, Armenian 
Relief, church repairs, groceries for the 
needy, etc. Mrs. A. E. Towne told very 
beautifully the story of “The Other Wise 
Man,” by Van Dyke, after which the call 
for the gifts of self were made by the pas- 
tor. It was a very impressive moment and 
one fraught with great possibilities for the 
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future of the kingdom here, when thirty- 
two of the members stood in reconsecration 
before the Lord. We sincerely hope it is 
only the beginning of a great revival wave 
which shall sweep our community. We ded- 
icated a service flag Sunday morning, Dec. 
238, ee twenty-one stars representing 
young men who have gone from our midst at 
the call of our country. Beginning Dec. 30, 
the Sunday evening services of the churches 
will be held in union. We are hoping for 
great good from this move. Brethren, pray 
for us that the Word of the Lord may run 
and have free course in our lives that we 
may honor Him who died that we might 
live.—A. W. S. 


KANSAS 


Lincoln, Dec. 29—We do appreciate THE 
HERALD, as it stands for Bible truth, and 
that in the old paths. That is what I stand 
for. I am an “old-time” preacher, and of 
course am not popular, as the worldly 
church member does not like to obey the 
Lord’s commands to come out from the 
world and be a peculiar people and love one 
another and do good unto all men. I am glad — 
when: you answer questions, as‘your-alswers 
and mine agree in one, and you are the 
only one that I have found in the Christian 
papers that stands by the old Bible way. 
Almost all want to improve, or change, but 
the Word says neither add to nor take from 
—so I say THE HERALD is a good preacher, 
and if we cannot go to church, we can have 
church at home, and I try to get the church 
members to take the paper. I got some to 
take it, but they gave their subscriptions 
te the pastor of the church here, as I have 
no charge—that is, no church organization, 
but am doing the Lord’s work wherever He 
sends me.—W. A. MCCLAIN. 


Webber, Dec. 31—Rev. Ra Clark 

and wife took up the work here about Sep- 
tember 1st, and have been untiring in their 
labor of love for the church and commun- 
ity. Much good has already been aecom- 
plished. Rev. and Mrs. Clark are real con- 
secrated, energetic Christians, and the peo- 
ple are much encouraged. A new stove has 
been purchased. The ies’ Aid was never 
in better condition, always plenty of work. 
At present we are preparing a barrel of 
clothing to send to Franklinton to help the 
orphanage, also a new comfort. Will have 
all ready this week. The Sunday-school at- 
tendance has increased about fifty per cent. 
and church services have been largely at- 
tended. The Temperance program was giv- 
en on Temperance Sunday. The collection 
amounted to $5.00. The pastor conducted 
revival services for nearly three weeks. Rev. 
Roy Hendrickson, of Lincoln, Kansas, au- 
toed over and preached three sermons in the 
fore part of the meeting. The church was 
in the revival spirit, every one in his place, 
willing and ready to do what he or she 
could for the unsaved of the community. 
Rev. Clark was filled with the Spirit and 
preached with great power. We were sor- 
ry bad weather closed the meeting sooner 
than we had planned, but rejoice that eleven 
confessed Christ and found Him precious 
to their souls, and that thirteen united with 
the church. It was an inspiration to the 
church to see four husbands with their 
wives yield themselves to Christ. This makes 
four more Christian homes in our com- 
munity. The choir of about twenty-five 
young people was a great help in the meet- 
ing. Although we have lately purchased 
new song books, the singing was an inspira- 
tion. The church was crowded Christmas 
Eve to hear the program. It was a beauti- 
ful sight to see the children, forty-five in 
number, under fourteen years, march to the 
platform and hear them sing their songs. 
The church presented Rev. and Mrs. Clark 
a beautiful library table as a token of their 
live and esteem—A MEMBER. 


OHIO 


Versailles—The Versailles Policy in a re- 
cent issue gave an account of the Christmas 
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exercises in the Versailles Christian church 
as follows: 


The Christian church was tested to almost its full- 
est capacity, Sunday evening, when a Christmas en- 
tertainment was given by the little folks of the Sun- 
day-school. The program of exercies was in prepa- 
ration scarcely a week and little rehearsing was done, 
yet as is usually the case the little folks performed 
their parts exceedingly well and have been highly 
complimented. The singing in their natural voices, 
as given them by their Creator, was simply marvel- 
ous and highly pleased the large audience. Uther 
numbers of the program were equally well delivered, 
and showed that when the little folks take a hold 
something is doing. To L. B. Martin, Supt. of the 
Sunday-school, much credit is due for the successful 
management of the entertainment. Edward Hole, 
who is home from Mercersburg College, Pennsylvania, 
very ably sang “Keep the Home Fires Burning,” and 
the choir rendered several appropriate selections. 
the close C. B. Douglas stepped to the rostrum and 
praised the good children, big and little, but remarked 
that there were two big children who have been re- 
markably good, and requested that Rev. and Mrs. 
Baker go to the basement of the church before re- 
turning home and see what Santa had done for them. 
They were most agreeably surprised on reaching the 
basement and finding a good dray load of food stuffs, 
including about two barrels of flour, potatoes, meat, 
and other substantials. We understand that an in- 
voice showed a donation of about $77.40. 





